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June 4th, 2023 - CRAFTS Meeting: Ronald Gabel  will share his experiences as  a collector, author, and appraiser  

of Kentucky Rifles 

Charles Godfrey Siewers 

by William Warner 

 

I think I have always been interested in C.G. Siewers, from the first time I learned he was the son-in-law of E. W. Carpenter and 

it has been steadily building. Maybe, I was just rooting for the underdog or wanting an advantage on other tool collectors. 

Whatever the reason, I can spot a Siewers tool at 20 feet, because I have trained myself to hunt for his tools. 

I’m going to be referencing four sources in this discussion.  

1st is the book CINCINNATI PLANE, EDGETOOL MAKERS AND DEALERS- 1819-1851 researched & compiled by Gil and 

Mary Gandenberger, April 1, 1983.  

2nd is Milton H. Bacheller, Jr.’s wonderful book AMERICAN MARKING GAGES patented and manufactured, C. 2000.  

3rd is Newspaper accounts from many different newspapers using the search system from Newspapers.com.  

4th is photographs of C. G. Siewers tools in my personal collection. 

Charles was born in 1815 to Moravian missionaries working in the West Indies. When Charles was five years old (1820), he was 

sent to Nazareth Hall (Nazareth, PA). It was very much a custom for children of high standing parents in the Moravian Church to 

receive a good education. Apparently, Charles did very well with his mechanical skills and it was decided that he should be ap-

prenticed to a tool maker, instead of going into law, church studies, or banking. 

At age fifteen (1830), he began his apprenticeship with Emanuel W. Carpenter, a highly regarded tool maker from Lancaster, 

whom had Moravian connections in Lititz, PA. In 1837, when the apprenticeship was completed, Charles went to Cincinnati to 

seek his fortune as a tool maker in his own right. In Cincinnati, Charles worked at his trade, likely as a journeyman for an estab-

lished plane maker for several years. By 1842 the Cincinnati directories list Charles as “Carpenter Tool Manuf. Wholesale, Retail, 

Square & Gauge Manuf. Cor. 8th & Broadway”. He was now in business for himself making several different carpenter related 

tools. 
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President’s Corner 

Happy Summer everyone! 

Tool Collecting is surely in full swing! We have seen some spectac-

ular auctions by Donnelly, Horst, Stanley and Brown over recent 

weeks. To say there was something for everyone would be an 

understatement! 

The CRAFTS auction Team completed another very successful 

auction on April 15th. Thanks to each of you who helped make it 

possible! See Cliff Nagle’s summary below. 

Our June 4th meeting in High Bridge will feature one of the true 

experts in Pennsylvania/Kentucky rifles, Ron Gabel. He will share 

his story and tell some interesting gun stories. 

Next up is the CRAFTS Picnic to be held on Sunday, September 

10th at Camp Tecumseh. Cash prizes for displays will be awarded. 

The picnic will be held “rain or shine.” 

Mr. Todd Hostetter has joined the team as Associate “Tool Shed” 

Editor. He is a welcome addition! Todd has contributed the E. W. 

Carpenter articles, the Siewers article with more to come! Thank 

you Todd! 

We invite new authors and new content. Please help us by con-

tributing your knowledge and tool related experiences by 

writing an article or two for the “Tool Shed”. Presentations are 

invited as well. If you have suggestions let your voices be heard! 

Check the CRAFTS Web Site! New Features have been recently 

added. Home (craftsofnj.org)  

Happy tool collecting! 
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The purpose of CRAFTS of New Jersey is to encourage inter-

est in early trades and industries, and in the identification, 

study, preservation and exhibition of tools and implements 

used and made in New Jersey as an integral part of our herit-

age. 

Membership in CRAFTS is open to anyone who shares the 

above interests. Annual dues per person or couple are $15 

for the membership year of July 1 through June 30. Member-

ship fees may be sent to: Stew May, 300 Winston Dr. Unit 

1909, Cliffside Park, NJ 07010 (write check payable to CRAFTS 

of New Jersey). 

CRAFTS of NJ meetings are held at the HOST Masonic Lodge 

in High Bridge, NJ. Take I-78 to Route 31 exit at Clinton. Go 

north on Rte. 31 two miles to second traffic light at the High 

Bridge exit. Turn right and go about half a mile to Dennis Ave. 

Turn left, then straight to the Masonic Lodge (on the left). 

Tailgate sales in the parking lot begin at 10 A.M., meeting 

starts at 12 P.M. 

The TOOL SHED 
Published four times a year for members of CRAFTS of New 

Jersey.  Articles, especially about early tools and trades, are 

encouraged and may be sent to the Editor.  Email—

ivanraupp@aol.com 

Please welcome the new members listed on page 8. Note: that this is the largest number (21) of new mem-

bers added in one quarter since the club was founded in 1978.  Special recognition to Jim and Trish Bode, 

Stew May, and Ed Rentsch for recruiting and registering these fine new members! 

javascript:addSender(%22ivanraupp@aol.com%22)
https://craftsofnj.org/
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The following notice was printed in the Lancaster Examiner (Lancaster, Pennsylvania) on Wed. Oct. 18, 1843. Miss Rebecca was 

the third daughter of E.W. & Sarah Carpenter. It seems 

obvious that Charles and Rebecca would have known each 

other when Charles was doing his 6 year apprenticeship. 

Did he feel like he had to establish himself in Cincinnati 

before he could marry Rebecca or did E.W. say something 

like go make a success of yourself before you come back 

for my daughter? Charles was 28 years old when they got married and returned to Cincinnati. 

C.G. Siewers tool Manuf. was located at Eighth and Broadway (see arrow) where he employed 10 hands making a variety of 

tools. Notice that the city of Newport, KY where Charles moved his residence to in 1858 is just across the Ohio River.  
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Spoke shaves, Buck saws, Plum and levels, Coach Routers are a few of the advertised tools that I have never found. I find it a puz-
zle that his tools are not found more readily. The squares and gauges he made are top of the line tools as far as quality goes, so if 
he made a level for instance, I would expect it to have lots of brass and be made from Rosewood. I think it is interesting that he is 
not advertising planes as one of his products in this ad.  

This is a C.G. Siewers small round plane from my collection. I know 
of one other Siewers plane and believe they are very scarce  

Sliding T bevels are a product from the Siewers 

factory - well-made high quality tools, with 

brass appointed bodies having steel blades – 

they were made in several sizes, usually of rose-

wood.  

Here are three miter squares illustrating the variations of brass trim that 
was used in Siewers tools. He seemed to have good, better, and best 
qualities of his tools. The square on the left side only has  fancy brass 
pieces (escutcheon) under the four rivets holding the blade to the wood 
handle. The middle square has additional brass pieces at the base of the 
handle. While the square on the right has brass lining the front and back  
of the rosewood handle. These are high quality tools of the day. 
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My Siewers square collection. The largest one is 18 inches long. The 

variety is in the shape of the brass escutcheon with the larger size 

more elaborate. The are four different escutcheon designs illustrat-

ed here. The large size square is more readily found with a ratio of 4-

5 large squares to 1 small square. It is not noticeable with this pic-

ture, but the width of the steel can vary as much as ¼  inch for the 

same size square. C. G. Siewers had his tool business in operation for 

approximately 30 years, changes in designs are only logical, but I 

would like to know the reasons for the different designs. 

 

This photo is a closeup of the brass wear strip on two different 18 inch Siewers squares. The top one has screws holding the brass in 

place while the bottom one has no screws, but does have a 

small brass projection, intended to help hold the square flat 

on the material being worked. Most of the Siewers squares 

have a striking resemblance to tools made in England. I’m 

still puzzled as to how the C. G. Siewers tools became so 

different from the tools of E. W. Carpenter. Does anyone 

besides me think it is a possibility that Siewers purchased 

unmarked English tools and put his own stamp on them? 

I have the same puzzle with the Siewers mortise gauges (I 

have never seen a Siewers stamped all wooden “regular” 

marking gauge - has anyone?) These gauges are from my 

collection and are intended to illustrate the wide variety that 

was produced. This lineup is of all rosewood, screw adjusted, 

Mortise Gauges - the top two are screwdriver adjustable. 

Starting with the right end, Gauge No. 1 has the smallest 

amount of extra brass possible, no wear plate on the stem 

and no wear strips inset into the head. Gauge No. 2 has the 

brass strips inset into the head and a different design plate 

around the locking screw. Gauge No. 3 has the brass strips in 

the head and a small wear plate on the stem. Gauge No. 4 is the same as No.3 with a longer wear plate on the stem. Gauge No. 5 

does not have a wear plate on the stem but does have a full face brass plate on the head. Gauge No. 6 is different. The marking 

points can be set on the top or bottom of the stem by turning the stem over. Most of the other gauges have the marking points hor-

izontal, with the locking screw up. This gauge also has the larger wear plate and full face plate. Gauge No. 7 has a full face brass 

plate and the stem wear plate is the full length of the stem. Gauge No. 8 looks more English than any of the others. Screwdriver 

adjustable & screwdriver lockable, with a full-face plate and brass the length of the stem. Gauge No. 9 is the same as No. 8, but has 

bone wear surfaces on the head instead of the brass. All these gauges have the C. G. SIEWERS, CINCINNATI, WARRANTED stamp. 
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Granted, it may have been possible for someone to switch parts from one gauge to another, but I have purposely kept the gauges 

as I purchased them because I had noticed the minor changes. I’m still looking for other style Siewers Gauges. I have one Siewers 

mortise gauge in Boxwood. I have another marked “Wheatcroft & Siewers, Cincinnati, Makers” in boxwood with a full brass face. I 

don’t know the working dates of this partnership. 

Siewers advertised making several types of Saws. This butcher saw is the only one I have found. 

About 1858 , the Siewers tool factory was moved across the Ohio River to Newport, KY. Charles was beginning to live his retire-

ment life on a 20-acre farm in Kentucky. His son, Albert Siewers, along with J. Schneider were now the principals in the business. 

Below is an advertisement from 1872 - notice that Gauges are not listed as a product. 



 

THE TOOLSHED—June 2023                                                        7 

Another odd Siewers tool is this brace stamped with the SIEWERS & CO., NEWPORT, KY.   The spoon bit came with it, but it 

does not have a fastening part. 

Do you notice the square wooden inset pegs? There are 6 of them, I actually 

had this brace x-rayed to see what if anything was in there. Turns out there 

was nothing in the pegged holes, except the wooden pegs. Go figure. 

Charles Siewers had a passion for bugs. During his retirement he studied Entomology (bugs) traveling around the country-side col-

lecting samples and writing papers on the subject. He often corresponded with Samuel Auxer (Lancaster, PA) about Entomology. 

I often use Newspaper.com for research. I could only find Charles G. Siewers obituary in one Ohio weekly Newspaper. The High-

land Weekly News (Hillsboro, Ohio) 20 Sept., 1882 ran this obituary, (retyped here as it was difficult to read). 

CHARLES GODFRED SIEWERS Charles Godfread Siewers departed this life to enter upon the higher and eternal life on 

Tuesday Sept 6, at 6 P. M., at his late residence, No 211, Madison Street, Newport KY. He had been in feeble health, disqualifying 

him from active business the last ten years. The last illness was severe, causing much suffering, so that his resurrection into life, 

freed from the worn-out tenement which served this life’s purposes, was to him a desirable and a happy release. To his family and 

friends, the separation is most painful. His relations with them were of the most tender and affectionate nature and his declining 

years were time made contented and happy. He leaves a widow and four sons and a daughter, all of adult years. To the many in 

Newport, Cincinnati and elsewhere, who knew and loved him, a brief mention of his life may be interesting. He was a son of the 

Rev. Henry Frederick Siewers, a missionary of the Moravian church - distinguished above all others for its missionary zeal and la-

bors among the heathen in foreign lands. He was born on the island of Santa Cruz, (or Saint Croix), in the Danish West Indies. At the 

age of about five years, he was sent to Nazareth Hall, a Moravian Academy at Nazareth, Pennsylvania for his education to which as 

the son of a minister of that church he was entitled. There he remained until the age of fifteen when he was apprenticed to E. W. 

Carpenter, a manufacturer of planes, etc. in Lancaster, Pa, noted for the excellence of his tools, to learn the trade. He served his full 

time of six years and became a thorough workman, according to the measure of the day (unlike that of the present), when appren-

tices served long terms and were  
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educated to a full knowledge of their business. In 1837 he came to Cincinnati, where after working some years at his trade, he went 

into the manufacture of saws and other tools. Being very fond of fruit culture, he removed in 1858 from Cincinnati to a farm some 

four miles south of Newport, KY., near the Licking River, where he planted a vineyard and fruit trees, to which he devoted all the 

time he could spare from the saw and tool business, which he continued to carry on in Cincinnati. The grape culture proved un-

profitable, and in 1879, his health and strength failing, he retired from active business. He spent much time in the study of his favor-

ite science, Entomology, making excursions for many miles in the pursuit and collection of rare insects - preparing them for preser-

vation and propagating them for the purpose of observing them in their various stages of existence from the egg to the butterfly, of 

which, having much skill in drawing and painting, he made life-like drawings, colored from nature. His collections of these insects 

are none the less of high value. He also contributed articles on embracing the results of his investigations to periodicals devoted to 

Entomology, as well as occasional articles to the daily papers on subjects either of scientific or literary interest. In these occupations 

he happily spent his last years until he was prostrated by disease. Those who knew him considered him to be a man of culture and 

refinement. He was noted for bright and positive thought and expression. He was of gentle and cheerful spirts, of high moral worth, 

just and sincere in all relations with others, A true friend and a devoted husband and father. 

THE HIGHLAND WEEKLY NEWS, (HILLSBORO, OHIO) 20 Sept. 1882, Wed. 

In conclusion, I hope I have suggested things for you to think about, ponder, and draw your own conclusions. Good luck finding 

tools for your collection. - Bill 

Bill Warner is a retired high school shop teacher from York, Pennsylvania, now living in Nappanee, Indiana. Bill is a life member of 

MWTCA and has a wide range of interests, including any old hand tool, machinery, or furniture. He is currently volunteering 

at CoppesCommon.com which is the oldest continuously operating kitchen cabinet factory in the U.S. During a sabbatical, he exten-

sively studied the planemaking of Emanuel W. Carpenter, Lancaster and developed an inventory of his planes in circulation at the 

time. Bill was one of the original authors of the E.W. Carpenter Project and has published numerous articles on the subject. 

More related information can be found by Googling the “E.W. Carpenter Project”. 

  

 

Jeremy Baker                       Red Bank, NJ 

Timothy Bridge                    Lincoln Park, NJ 

Don Burns                             Middlebury, VT 

Aloysius Cornelio                 Holmdel, NJ 

Chris Davies                          Greentown, PA 

Ted Evanski                           Fords, NJ 

Jim Gibson                            Fleetwood, PA 

David Kaminski                    Warren, NJ 

Robert Keane                       Port Washington, NY 

Richard Kirk  Ocean City, NJ 

David Kyle                             Ringoes, NJ 

Michael Madalone              Far Hills, NJ 

Eric Marshall                        Highland Park, NJ 

Alexander May                    Saddle Brook, NJ 

Charlie McKenzie                 West Amana, IA 

Kevin Montcavage               Ashland, PA 

Brian Murphy                       Richmond, VA 

Mark Rogers                         Hammonton, NJ 

Michael Rouillard                 Sterling, CT 

Thomas Paul Rudzenski       Bechtelsville, PA 

Isidore Venetos                     Millstone Township, NJ 

Welcome new CRAFTS Members! This quarter sets a record for new members added! Thank you all! 
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Demystifying Dendrochronology by Ivan Raupp (with material assistance from Michael Cuba) 

CRAFTS members attending the February 5th meeting at the Masonic Hall in High Bridge, New 

Jersey, were given a crisp and informative overview of dendrochronology (tree ring dating) by 

Michael Cuba of Bucks County, Pennsylvania.  

After completing his studies in Vermont, Michael founded Knobb Hill Joinery, a company that 

specializes in historic timber frame preservation and restoration. Locally, many historic build-

ings were constructed of local field stone and relied on frames that were often hewn from na-

tive trees found on the property. Early builders were very frugal using the local materials as 

they found them. They modified these materials with simple hand tools and built magnificent 

structures with ingenious joinery, known as timber framing. 

Michael has been studying, practicing, and teaching historic timber-framing practices since the 

mid-90s. In doing this work he became familiar with the architectural design of old structures. It 

was critical to learn the framing and plan of the original structure. Additions were made over 

the many generations that these structures were inhabited. Related investigation uncovered 

prevailing lumber conversion methods, species of trees used, and the characteristics that determined where one species of timber 

would be used instead of another. 

Some timber species have superior strength characteristics. Some species resist weathering and the ravages caused by insects and 

fungus. An extensive knowledge of the nature of trees, at the cellular level, and how the environment shapes their growth is criti-

cal to understanding how to use the lumber made from them. 

Michael developed an interest in dendrochronology through an article on documentation technology that was featured in the 

journal TIMBER FRAMING (TF 111). Serendipitously, he had hosted a meeting of the Traditional Timber Framer Research and Advi-

sory Group (TTRAG) that was attended by Dr. Daniel H Miles of the Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory. The TTRAG meeting was 

held in Guilford, Connecticut, where several early frames were included on a tour. Several of the owners of these historic buildings 

expressed interest in having them dated—giving Michael an opportunity to tag along with Dan. After a few years of working with 

Dan when he would visit the US, he began to take cores and send them to Dan for analysis in the laboratory in the UK. When Mi-

chael moved back to the mid-Atlantic, he founded Transom Historic Preservation Consulting which focuses on dendrochronology, 

documentation, and assessments of historic timber-framed structures. 

The development of dendrochronology as a science is generally credited to the astronomer AE (Andrew Ellicott) Douglass. In 

1937, Douglass established the first laboratory for the study of dendrochronology at the University of Arizona where he 

offered the first classes on the subject. While Michael introduced us to this science as a powerful tool for understanding his-

toric wooden elements in an archaeological context, the origins of this method of inquiry are rooted in climate science. Stud-

ies of the environment and climate are the driving force behind this science. The application of this tool in archaeological 

inquiry is becoming mainstream and has been gaining steam in the US and abroad over the past few decades. 

While the analysis of tree rings can offer great insight into environmental conditions like soil health, temperature, and rain-

fall, these data sets create distinct patterns allowing for wood samples to be matched against existing regional chronologies. 

The establishment of a chronology requires the sampling of living specimens, thereby allowing for the precise dating of indi-

vidual rings. The degree of accuracy with this dating method can offer the season of the year that a tree was felled which, in 

turn, can be used to interpret when a building or other wooden object was constructed. Radiocarbon dating has been a for-

midable tool for providing date ranges related to the ancient past but lacks the granular accuracy of successful inquiries using 

dendrochronology.  

The application of dendrochronology for dating historic structures has been solving mysteries and ruffling feathers with in-

creasing regularity for several decades now. As this discipline wanders from the familiar setting of the laboratory to the field, 

it has been important to establish appropriate methodologies to ensure reliable results and be of good use for interpretation 

as it relates to the construction of a building. The US does not currently have any regulation or guidance for these practices 
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but savvy dendrochronologists, here, refer to the guidelines developed by Historic England, the Historic Buildings and Monu-

ments Commission for England (formerly known as English Heritage). The document titled “Dendrochronology: Guidelines on 

producing and interpreting dendrochronological dates” was first published in June of 2004 and is available online. While it 

does a good job of summarizing the science, it does an even better job of explaining the reasoning behind sampling strategies 

and identifying the appropriate threshold for statistical probability required to provide results that will be useful for interpre-

tation—it sets the bar. 

 

Dendrochronology is a very logical discipline but there are several factors to consider when ar-

riving at conclusions that are credible. Key points made by Michael include: 

• Typically, a tree adds one growth ring composed of early wood and late wood per year. 

Oak always does but other species may not do so as reliably (there are rare conditions 

that can cause an annual ring to not form or be locally absent). 

• To know when a tree was felled (or died), it is essential to have a sample that begins 

with the complete sapwood. While a ragged edge with the bark still intact is a sure indi-

cator of this condition, the bark itself need not be present. 

• Samples are typically taken with a sharp hollow auger bored into the timber to yield a 

core sample of wood. Slivers and slices may also be taken. 

• The cores are smoothed on a linisher machine in the laboratory before the rings can be measured. 

• A tool called a “linear encoder” is used for the measuring process. This tool consists of a microscope with crosshairs 

aligned on a movable tray that holds the sample. The tool records the movement of the tray as each annual ring is aligned 

with the crosshairs, thus measuring the rings. 

• A complete sample from the bark to the pith will give you an accurate chronology of the entire lifespan of the tree if you 

measure the growth rings carefully.  

• By comparing the patterns of the growth rings from multiple samples, it is possible to establish match sequences of rings 

against a given regional chronology. These chronologies are developed from living trees but can be matched by and over-

lapped with other wood samples to establish data sets dating to reach back into history for many generations. 

• Ideally, samples for comparison should come from the same species of tree but cross-matching species is possible. This 

often requires more samples to be taken and analysed. 

• Analysis of samples is typically expanded to include data sets adjoining geographical regions. 

• Statistical methods are used to match the measured patterns in a given set of samples with those of established regional 

chronologies. Though there are various software programs that can analyze and match samples, the one cited by English 

Heritage uses a variant of the “Student’s t-test.” In this case, “student” is a pseudonym for William Sealy Gosset, who de-

veloped the t-test and t-distribution in 1908. While the student’s t-test may be familiar to most students of statistics, the 

version used in dendrochronology was developed by Baillie and Pilcher in the 1970s.  

• Through a collaborative initiative, scientists from Swansea University, in Wales, and the University of Oxford, in England 

are pioneering a new method of dendrochronology through the analysis of stable oxygen isotope ratios with mass spec-

trometry.  To calibrate this new approach, samples are being dated with both the new and old methods to assure accura-

cy. Conventional dendrochronology is not always successful for a variety of reasons, things like disease, or localized envi-

ronmental disturbances, and micro climates can cause samples to not match with regional chronologies. This new isotopic 

research has shown great promise for yielding results in some cases where conventional dendrochronology has not. 

• Michael states that he typically uses ten samples per phase of construction when dating a historic structure. This practice 

helps to affirm construction dates by not relying on a dates from a single sample that might be from a reused or replaced 

timber. Obtaining as much data as possible helps to build a site master that can be compared to other chronologies.  

• Only timbers having complete sapwood can yield a felling date.  
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• Knowing where to take the samples requires experience in understanding how the 

structure on a given site was initially constructed and how it was modified over its life-

time. 

Michael provided several examples where dendrochronology was used to help establish con-

struction dates for structures of note. He has established dates for his own historic home in 

Bucks County. Michael stressed the importance of using data learned from dendrochronology in 

conjunction with historical documentation where it is available. The strength of this science in 

interpreting and understanding historic architecture is that it tells us where we should be look-

ing in the documentary record. While historians often have deed research reaching back to the 

first owner of a given property, those deeds rarely offer specific information to make credible 

assertions of a building’s construction. Dendrochronology, combined with good research into 

deeds, tax and probate records, and physical evidence can build a much clearer story of how 

buildings come into existence and change over time. 

Fine Tuning is Everything 

Excerpt from CRAFTS Space Engineer and tool guru Herb Kean Nov 2002 Page 11 

“Being raised during the Great Depression, I have always been extra frugal. For one thing, I never bought anything new. I remem-

ber my first real bike. It was a 28" job with faded blue paint and one tire flat. But it was only $1, and they threw in the patch for 

the tube of the tire. So it was with me in later life, when I bought machines to help me with my woodworking hobby. They were 

mostly from someone else's basement or a flea market. But I enjoyed taking them apart and refurbishing them. Oddly enough, 

this didn't get them to work properly, only to look better. What got them to work properly was the same thing that the Space en-

gineers did to all that sophisticated hardware: tuned, tuned, and fine tuned. I know many home shop guys that curse today's 

products as shoddy. According to these craftsmen, none of them work right. Well I'm not in their camp entirely. Yes, manufactur-

ers today take shortcuts, because price seems more important than quality in many things. And maybe today's products do have a 

built in early obsolescence, but with effort you can get them to work. However, my feeling is that if you are going to put time in 

tuning and fine tuning, why not start with a machine that has a decent inherent quality. Most craftsmen will agree that the older 

machines are built to last, and can be tuned a lot easier than the economy priced new ones. An interesting example is my wood 

lathe. It is by a terrific maker: Walker-Turner. It has cast iron legs and heavy ways and all kinds of good things. How could I go 

wrong? All it needed was a little cleanup and some oil. Or so I thought. After a frustrating period of a day or so I was ready to 

throw it out. Of course my Depression mentality would never let me do that, no matter how little I paid for it. So the tuning start-

ed: cross braces on the stand, weights on the shelf of the legs, tightening of all the gibs of the moving parts, repositioning the mo-

tor, tightening the belt, and on and on. In a few days I got to know my machine. We became pals. Now I was able to fine tune. The 

right pressure on the headstock center, a live tailstock center, lubrication in areas that I never thought were necessary, etc. And 

then the lathe tools themselves. Not just sharp, but correctly sharp, with a proper attack angle. Adjustment of the tool rest height, 

and smoothing its finish to allow the chisel to slide freely. And on and on. I wasn't prepared for how many mistakes I was going to 

make, even with the tuning and the fine tuning. I rapidly became aware of the fact that not only did the machine need to be 

tuned, but so did the operator. Trial and error is one way; instruction from an experienced lathe hand is far better. But in either 

case it takes time and adjustments. Patience is the password. “ 
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THE MYSTERIOUS JOHN HASLAM 
By James Fox 

 

A number of years back I purchased a beautiful mortise gauge from an internet seller. The maker stamp on the head of 
the gauge read “Haslam & Francis, Newark, NJ.” (See Figures 1 & 2) I began an internet search for information about 
them but came to a dead end. I then checked the book, Search For New Jersey Toolmakers by Alexander Farnham and 
came across a small entry about Haslam & Francis. Farnham had a saw set marked with the same partnership in his col-
lection but no further information was available. (See Figure 3) When I checked the Newark city directories it became 
fairly clear that Haslam was John Haslam who made 'Carpenter's Tools' at 137 Quarry Street in that city from 1845 to 
1851. 

Figure 1: Haslam & Francis Gauge  

Figure 2: Haslam & Francis Mark  

Figure 3: Haslam & Francis Sawset 
Sold in a previous CRAFTS Tool Auc-
tion  



 

THE TOOLSHED—June 2023                                                        13 

There was also a question as to the identity of Francis. Daniel M. Lyon also made carpenters tools in Newark. He, too, 
had a short lived partnership with a Francis. When comparing the gauge marked, Haslam & Francis with the mark on a 
Lyon & Francis mortise gauge it was noted that the marks were very similar. As a matter of fact the gauges themselves 
were almost identical. (See Figure 4) 

Figure 4: Lyons & Francis mortise gauge. 

 

There is little question based on the style of the tools that the same man named Francis partnered with both men. 
Now who was Francis? There were two brothers in Newark whose surname was Francis, Elias and Silas. Elias was in 
partnership with the planemaker, Mockridge. His brother, Silas, was listed in the Newark City Directories as a ma-
chinist in 1842 then a machinist & grocer in 1843. From 1844 to 1846 he was again listed as a grocer but in 1847 he 
was listed as an edge tool maker at the Washington Factory. The Washington Factory located at 389 Broad Street 
was later known as the Hedenberg Works, c.1847. Hedenberg Works was an industrial building complex in Newark, 
occupied by a number of manufacturers including the tool maker, William Johnson. In that same 1847 directory was 
listed “Haslam & Francis, Joiner's tools & Etc.” at the Washington Factory. Now we have the identity of Francis, it is 
Silas. This partnership lasted only that one year and then Francis finishes out his career as a grocer until 1858 when 
he disappears from the directories. 

 
John Haslam is more difficult to know. In my collection I have a beautiful 30” mahogany level with a J. Haslam, Newark mark on 
the brass top plate. There are a number of his levels sprinkled in collections  around the country although Don Rosebrook doesn't have 
him listed in his book, American Levels and Their Makers. (See Figures 5 & 6) 

Figure 5&6 

John Haslam 30” level with brass top plate. His name is 
stamped twice on the plate  
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Also in my collection I have a rosewood mortise gauge with a full brass faced head that is marked J. Haslam, Newark, 
NJ. 

(See Figures 7 & 8) 

Figures 7 & 8: J. Haslam rosewood mortise gauge. 

Milt Bacheller, in his fine book, American Marking Gages Patented and Manufactured does not have an entry for Haslam either 
so it is apparent that the tool footprint of John Haslam is very small. Currently I don't have any personal information about John 
Haslam. The 1850 Federal Census does list his occupation as 'Carpenter Tools' and that he was born in England in 1811. The 
only other references to Haslam are in the city directories and the tools themselves. (See Figure 9 & 10)  

Figures 9 & 10: Photos of a miter square by Haslam & Francis. 

(Not from my collection.) 

I have yet to find a record of Haslam's marital status, children or obituary, nor any other details of his life. So 
this is a story in transition! Research is a cooperative effort so if any of you have tools with the names, Haslam & 
Francis or J. Haslam or any other information on these men please contact me. 

 

foxyjim1940@gmail.com St. Cloud, Florida 

Member of MWTCA & CRAFTS of NJ 
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CRAFTS 2023 Tool Auction by Cliff Nagle 

The 2023 CRAFTS Auction was another huge success.....the 

day started out with great spring weather which brought out 

all the tailgaters and parking lot dealers. The auction started 

at 9:30 with 85 bidders along with 

many on lookers filling the room. 

Paul and Chris Wilmott did their 

usual superb job of calling the 

auction selling all 531 lots for us. 

My thanks to the 31 consignors 

who trusted their items to us to 

sell and I believe they should be 

pleased as bidding was spirited on 

many lots. Net proceeds were 

$3,502.47 – after expenses, to 

place in the club treasury for fu-

ture events.  

 I want to specially thank my auction committee for their 

many hours of work preparing, photographing, cataloging and 

sorting the many lots over many months, also those who 

helped the day before and on auction day registering and dis-

playing the lots. Again there were two out of town bidders 

that were successful and there was a generous member who 

donated his sale proceeds back to the club. Thanks Dave. 

To all, please start thinking about next year as I will be ready 

to accept your consigned items as soon as the picnic on Sep-

tember 10th. 
Cliff Nagle, Auction Director 

Auction Day Team 

George Duin 

Scott Fulmer 

Ken Hom 

Pete Kolln 

Cliff Nagle 

Dave Nowicki 

Ed Rentsch 

Pat Ryan 

Pete Stark 

Bill Stone 

James Travis 

Annette Vliet 

Garrett Vliet 

Christopher Wilmott 

Paul Wilmott 

Steve Zluky 

 

Auction Set Up Crew 

John Czekaj 

Lawrence Freifeld 

Scott Fulmer 

Chuck Grannik 

Joe Hauck 

Ken Hom 

John & Julie Kesterson 

Pete Kolln 

Cliff Nagle 

Gordon Raupp 

Ed Rentsch 

Pat Ryan 

Pete Stark  

Bill Stone 

Steve Zluky 

Auction set up is always 

an exciting and busy 

event. We are grateful 

for each of you for your 

help! 

Good weather leads to excellent 

tool selling! 

CRAFTs registration team 

members getting ready! 

Bob Amarant has produced a fine video of the 2023 CRAFTS Auction.  Please check it out!  Thank you Bob! 

Google: Bob’s Woodshop U-tube 











Want to Place an Ad
Here

The ToolShed is viewed by 400+
Readers each Quarter

Full page $200 ($50/issue)

Half page $100 ($25/issue)

One-fourth page $50 (12.50/issue)

One-eighth page $25 ($6.25/issue)

Please contact Anton Pecha @
njwoodwright@gmail.com
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CRAFTS of New Jersey   

6 Pine Court 

Bloomsbury, N.J. 08804 

Help With Tool Collections - Assist with tool collection. Finding buyers 

for your tools, total shop cleanouts. Call Bob Garay (201)874-2568 - 

takeadip@optonline.net 

Authentic Tools for traditional trades – jane@shorthillstudio.com 

www.TimelessToolsandTreasures.com  - 603-588-2603 

Need Help disposing of your tools or home items?  Entire or partial 

house clean-outs available. Call Steve Zluky at 908-534-2710. 

JIMBODETOOLS.COM – The largest antique tool website on earth buy-

ing and selling fine antique tools.  Call Jim at 518-537-8665 or email 

jim@jimbodetools.com.  

Whitney House Antiques Tool Shop -2000+ antique tools -Oak Ridge, 

NJ. 973-879-1101. whitneyhousetoolshop.net  

Wanted - Stanley rules in Very Good to Fine condition:  Nos. 14 (6", 

2f), 73, 76C, 77, 83;Lufkin Rule #2061 (3F with Level & Plumb); St. 

Johnsbury Bevels; Unique MF Cast Iron Levels.  Stew May, stew-

art.may21@gmail.com  

Wanted - Better planes by Grant, Marley, Alford, J.Stiles, SE  Jones, 

C.Allen, Tobey, Oothoudt, Jamain, Douglass. E.Baldwin, Call - Joe  

Hauck, 908-236-2072.   

 Carving classes in Camden, Maine - Taught by top artisans in the USA. 

Held at the Coastal Maine Traditional Arts Workshop: 

www.MaineCoastWorkshop.com                                                    

May 20-21, 2023: Blue Mountain Antique Gas & Steam 

Engine Association 37th Annual Swap Meet and Flea 

Market in Bangor, PA 

June 4, 2023: CRAFTS Member Meeting in High Bridge, 

NJ 

June 8, 2023: David Stanley Auction in Osgathorpe, 

Leicestershire, England 

June 25, 2023: Mid-West Tool Collectors Assoc. (M-

WTCA) Area P Meet in Adamstown, PA 

July 1-9, 2023: Kutztown Folk Festival in Kutztown, PA 

July 14-16, 2023: Blue Mountain Antique Gas & Steam 

Engine Association 52nd Annual Antique Gas Engine & 

Tractor Show in Bangor, PA 

July 27-29, 2023: Martin J. Donnelly Spectacular Summer 

Auction in Avoca, NY 

July 28-30, 2023: Early American Muzzleload-

ing Gunmakers Fair in Kempton, PA 

August 11-12, 2023: Goschenhoppen Historians' 55th 

Annual Folk Festival at Henry Antes Plantation in 

Perkiomenville, PA 

Tool Events:  

Full list on CRAFTS Web Site   Home (craftsofnj.org)  

http://whitneyhousetoolshop.net/
https://craftsofnj.org/
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