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The Metallic Plane Metallic Plane Company Bench  were being manufac-

Company of Auburn New
York produced at least
four types of bench plane
designs in smooth,
jack, and jointer
lengths. My prior
article in the June
2018 Tool Shed dis-
cussed in detail the
workings of Nelson
Palmer’s  patented
design of 1867
which was the first
type manufactured
by the company.
This was the one

Planes: Storke Patents
By Ed Rentsch

tured and marketed
concurrently or wheth-
er the company moved
from one product to
the next in search
of the  market.
When Storke
passed away in
1880, the Metallic
Plane Company
ceased operation.
The most prom-
W inent feature shared
Bby all of these
planes is the adjust-
able throat which

having three adjust-
ment levers and un-

doubtedly was one different patent.

Figure 1 shows three 20 inch jointers, each an example of a

was among the
claims documented
in Palmer’s 1867

of the most com-
plex arrangements ever manufactured in a pro-
duction plane. Possibly due to it’s complexity
and cost to produce, several other designs were
patented and brought into production by the
company. In these cases, Elliot Storke, the com-
pany principal, was the inventor. All these de-
signs were considerably less complex than the
original Palmer type. It is unclear whether they
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patent, discussed in
the prior article.  Another feature of the iron
planes is that they invariably have a corrugated
base which was described in Storke’s 1869 pa-
tent. To my knowledge, Metallic did not pro-
duce any iron bench planes that lacked these two
features. The corrugation was alleged to prevent
suction between the sole and the workpiece
through the presence of grooves over the length

of the sole to provide venting.
(Continued on pg. 3)
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Check address label for date of your CRAFTS 2018

dues expiration. If it says 2018 this is your last issue.
See pg.2 bottom of Presidents message for more info.
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The purpose of CRAFTS of New Jersey is to encourage in-
terest in early trades and industries, and in the identification,
study, preservation and exhibition of tools and implements
used and made in New Jersey as an integral part of our herit-
age.

Membership in CRAFTS is open to anyone who shares the
above interests. Annual dues per person or couple are $15 for
the membership year of July 1 through June 30. Membership
fees may be sent to: Stew May, 300 Winston Dr. Unit 1609,
Cliffside Park, NJ 07010 (write check payable to CRAFTS
of New Jersey).

CRAFTS of NJ meetings are held at the HOST Masonic
Lodge in High Bridge, NJ. Take I-78 to Route 31 exit at
Clinton. Go north on Rte. 31 two miles to second traffic light
at the High Bridge exit. Turn right and go about half a mile
to Dennis Ave. Turn left, then straight to the Masonic Lodge
(on the left). Tailgate sales in the parking lot begin at 10
A.M., meeting starts at 1 P.M.
The TOOL SHED

Published four times a year for members of CRAFTS of New
Jersey. Editor: Bob Garay 15 N. River Styx Rd. Hopatcong,
NJ 07843—(973)398-5875 - Articles, especially about early
tools and trades, are encouraged and may be sent to the Edi-
tor. Email—takeadip@optonline.net

CRAFTS WEBSITE
www.craftsofnj.org

Containing general information about CRAFTS and its activ-
ities including: meeting schedules, Tool Shed articles, etc.

President’s Corner

NEW MEMBERS
Bob Amarant Hackettstown, NJ
Bob Godfried Bronx, NY
Mike Hondres Philadelphia, PA
Eugene Khusid Whitehouse Station, NJ
Todd Phillips Ewing, NJ
Reid Richmond Jenkintown, PA
Lawrence Schlack South Plainfield, NJ
Robert Schmitt 3rd Oradell, NJ
Michael Tillisch Branchburg, NJ

I hope all of you are enjoying a great Summer! It has
certainly been hot enough. Fortunately we have had enough
rain to keep everything green. But keeping up with the mow-
ing has been a bit of a challenge.

I am looking forward to our picnic on September 9th at
beautiful Camp Tecumseh. I hope that you can attend, who
will find a beautiful place. Stew has sent out directions and
there is a copy on the CRAFTS web site.

Once you hit the driveway continue straight to the field
for parking. We will have parking assistance beginning at
6:00 A. M. There will be coffee, doughnuts, and bagels.
Bathrooms will be open.

You will have access to the entire camp ground. There is
plenty of parking, we have shelter for tailgating, if it rains.
The dining hall is spacious with great facilities and plenty of
seating. John Czekaj has been working with the Tecumseh
chefs to plan a tasty lunch. Please come hungry!

We have made many improvements to our business pro-
cesses over the past year. The bulk of our renewal and picnic
mailings are coming to you through e-mail. Thank you for
adopting this approach. We have saved several hundred dol-
lars because of your support. Many of our renewals have
been processed through Jim Bode’s Tool web site saving you
and the club additional money. Thank you Jim!

We plan to expand the E-Mail approach to include the
“Tool Shed” distribution. This will reduce our printing costs
significantly and you will get your “Tool Shed* in color.
There are two areas that we need to focus on going forward.
The “Tool Shed” needs dedicated writers. If you have a tool
topic of interest please, draft a brief description of what you
would like to write about. Contact Bob Garay and he will
work to help you make a nice publication. We would also like
to have help in writing up the notes from the meeting presen-
tations. Please step up and give us a hand. CRAFTS promo-
tions is a another area of focus. Joe Hauck has drafted a poli-
cy for disbursing Micalizzi educational monies. I am asking
for several volunteers to work with Joe to help communicate
the educational opportunities available with this conduit of
communication. Please contact Joe Hauck if you are interest-
ed in getting involved. Thank you.

See you at the picnic!
Ivan Raupp

Dues Notice: In July we sent you a dues notice. If you have
not paid your 2018 dues, this will be your last Tool Shed
and your membership will expire. We value your member-
ship. The first and most efficient method to pay your dues is
online. Payment can easily be made through Crafts Director,
Jim Bode’s secure website, by directly clicking on the fol-
lowing link or copying and pasting it into your browser:
https://www.jimbodetools.com/products/crafts-one-year-
membership-crafts

Or you can forward a check for $15 to:

Stewart May

300 Winston Drive, Unit 1609

Cliffside Park, NJ 07010
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Continued from pg. 1

One purpose of this review is to examine the sever-
al patents and manufactured planes that Storke intro-
duced after the Palmer design. These show an evolu-
tion of the cutter mounting and depth adjustment fea-
tures which can only be described in hindsight as a
continuing quest for the sweet spot between cost and
function in competition with wooden bench planes.
Beyond these features, I also became aware of subtle
differences in the manufacture and marking of the vari-
ous examples, indicating frequent changes in castings
and processes. [ offer this article as a start on a study
of the variations and hope that it can offer some insight
into design changes that no doubt were influenced by
competitive factors such as market feedback and pro-
duction cost.

SIDNEY W, PALMER & ELLIOT G, STORKE.
Improvement in Bench Planes:

No. 121,406, Pateslad Nev. 28, 1871
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Above figure 2. Storke 1871 Patent — Non Adjustable

There are four basic types based on their Palmer

and/or Storke patents:

Type 1: Patent 64,790 May 14, 1867

See Tool Shed 192 for details of Nelson Palmer’s three
lever adjustment design.

Type 2: Patent 121406 Nov 28, 1871

This design offers no cutter adjustment at all, an amaz-
ing contrast to the complex three lever setup that im-
mediately preceded it. Perhaps it is a response to feed-
back from traditional bench plane users that wanted to
set the cutter in the way they were used to, but without
trouble from the wear of the sole and widening of the
mouth that wooden planes were subject to.

A feature to note
from the patent ¥
drawing in Figure 2
is the strike button
inset on the large
mushroom  shaped
front knob, con-
sistent with similar
buttons on the nose
of wooden bench
planes. Additionally, Above - figure 3. Type 2 Cutter
the cutter mount is support wall high points
exceptionally  sim- .
ple, the cutter resting
upon two high points
on a wall in the cast- |
ing (Figure 3) and
against two bumps in |
the floor behind the |
mouth (Figure 4).
The lever cap is

fixed to the side re.lils Above - figure 4. Cutter support
by a rqd passing bumps on casting floor
through it’s center

rib and was apparently not intended to be removable by
the user. The thumbscrew and front edge press the
stacked cutter and breaker at locations corresponding
to the four cutter support points.
As seen in Figure 5, this plane is stamped at the base of
the side rail citing both the 1867 and 1869 patents for
the adjustable mouth and corrugations but not for the
plane design itself:

The cutter is stamped Excelsior, Auburn NY and
the chip breaker has 3 beveled edges at its top end.
Apart from size ranging from smooth through jack and

(Cont. on pg. 4)
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Continued from pg.3
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Above - fig. 5. Sidewall stamp lacks 1871 patent.

jointer, I have not seen variants of this type. One char-
acteristic that should be noted but is not part of the pa-
tent view is the slightly bulged and squared off foot of
the tote. This is a characteristic of the Metallic Plane
company and is present on all three types described in
this article. A common weakness in the tote was it’s
minimal fastening to the sole. The bulge was over a
raised point in the casting that fit into a bore hole in the
toe, but since there was no screw the toe often does not
seat flat and swivels excessively. Also, the head of the
long rod through the handle of the tote tended to dig into
the wood and loosen when it bottomed out in the sole
threading. This was later cured by Bailey with the sepa-
rate brass head on his rods.

In contrast with Palmer’s earlier patent which in-
cluded several purposeful innovations, the claims made
in this patent seem to be more form than function:

1. The pivoting cap with underside rib

2. The cap pivoted near it’s center

3. The lug arrangement on the floor supporting the

cutter behind the mouth

4. The base having the four support points

5. The combination of the above with the bit
With its vastly reduced parts count, this must have been
much less costly to produce than the Type 1. However,
it may not have been a success as improvements soon
followed.

Type 3 Patent 162710 April 27 1875

The lack of a depth adjustment apparently was
viewed as a weakness so a simple design (Figure 6) was
introduced having a single lever using the center wall as
a fulcrum. Possibly marking an identity crisis for the
Metallic Plane Co, the patent for this actually shows a
wooden base (see PTAMPIA Vol 2 figure 264 for an
example). This may be a sign that Metallic perceived
some reluctance by the market to accept cast iron soles
which are subject to fracture if dropped. This figure
also shows a screw in the top of the tote which could
have been intended for a metal plate over the horn, pos-
sibly another sign of this argument. The cap apparently
was not implemented and many survivors of all Types
do have tote damage.

Many planes were produced under this patent with
iron soles. It is interesting to note that Type 3 wooden
sole planes are pictured on a Metallic Plane 1876 Pocket
Catalog (PTAMPIA Vol 2 pg 173) alongside iron sole
planes of Type 4 that I will discuss shortly. It is un-
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known whether more wooden models were produced,
but it would appear today that iron types are more com-
mon.

Pictured below in Figure 7 is the cutter mount be-
hind the mouth of the iron version. The casting bumps
behind the mouth and the location of the support wall
are similar to Type 2. The wall has been modified to
notch the opening at the middle all the way to the floor
and to add supports for the adjustment lever. The lever
simply drops into pockets cast onto the front of the wall.
The cap has taken on a bulbous shape and is now remov-
able. The ends of the rod passing through the center rib
slides into slots on the side rails, a process simplification
relative to pressing the rod into the rails on the Type 2.

The strike
button has been
eliminated from
the wooden
front knob and
the size of the
knob is reduced
from the Types
1 and 2 varie-
ties. Note that
the patent actu-
ally shows the
introduction  of
the steel front
knob which is a
known  variant
of this iron
plane type and
will be seen lat-
er on my exams-
ple of Type 4.
The cutter is
marked Clover-
leaf Reynolds

E. 6. STORKE.
Carpenfers’ Plame.
Fatentad April 27, 1075,

Ne. 162,710

Barber Auburn
NY and is ta-

Above - fig. 7. Type 3 Lever Adjust cutter mount




pered and slotted to accept a chip breaker. The chip
breaker is roughly stamped without bevels and the
slopes on the corners are not symmetrical. It is marked
Steel. The head of the screw locking the cutter and
breaker provides the engagement for the adjustment
lever. A machined socket in the screw head accepts a
stub on the end of the lever, allowing the lever to move
the cutter. No lateral adjustment is provided. This
plane is stamped at the base of the side rail as shown in
Figure 8:

It appears that the iron version of this plane was
among the least costly to produce, with only 13 parts.
However, Storke was still wanted changes.

Type 4: Patent 174870 March 14, 1876

This one is sometimes referred to as the faucet
valve adjuster (Figure 9). The key change introduced
on this design is the cutter depth adjuster actuated via a

Above - figure 8. Type 3 Sidewall stamp

screw, sliding section in the bed and spoked wheel.
The sliding section is cast with a recess that engages
the screw head of the stacked cutter and chip breaker,
retained under a bulbous thumbscrew cap similar to
that of Type 3. The cap now has notches cast into it’s
sides that engage posts cast on the inside of the hous-

B. 6. STORKE.
CARTE¥TER'S PLAFL.

Neo. 174,870. Pateztsd Mazeh 14, 1876,

Above - figure 9. Storke 1876 Patent - Spoke wheel

ing rails.  This
would appear to
simplify the cap
manufacturing by
eliminating  the
rod and the center
rib shown above
in Figure 7. Un- |
like the Bailey

planes yet to Above - figure 10. Spoked wheel
come, the Metal- depth adjustment
lic Plane caps are

not interchangeable among any of the four types.

The spoked adjuster wheel (Figure 10) offers a positive
depth control that in many ways is a forerunner to
those that will soon become the standard. The sliding
section is situated in a sloped bed (Figure 11) that is
more consistent with wooden beds and those offered
later in Bailey and other iron planes.  The single pa-
tent claim is the spoked adjustment wheel in combina-
tion with the bed and sliding section. This patent was
fairly important since very similar features would later
appear on other planes in the 1880°s. By that time,
Elliot Storke had passed and Metallic Plane Co ceased
operation.

My example plane does not feature any stamp or
other marking on the body but matches up with the
patent figure. Others I have seen include a sidewall
incised stamp denot- o —
ing Metallic Plane
Company. It has a
Buck Brothers cutter
which may not be ™

original.  The chip |
breaker is roughly
stamped without
bevels and the

slopes on the cor-
ners are not sym-
metrical. It is marked Steel. This plane could have
originally been equipped with either a double iron Ex-
celsior or Cloverleaf cutter with chip breaker. I have
also seen it with a cutter marked Metallic Plane Com-
pany.

With all the changes across the patented designs,
the adjustable mouth remained a feature on all the
planes. However, the manufactured implementation
was not constant. Below in Figure 12 are the three
planes and their front knobs illustrating a range of vari-
ation in these. Note that the metal and wooden knobs

Figure 11. Type 4 cutter mount

Continued on pg. 6
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Continued from pg. 5

are not interchangeable since the screw threads are fe-
male on the wooden type and male on the metal one with
corresponding differences on the throat plates at the sole
of the plane.

The type 1 plane has a fourth knob variation so one
may wonder why Metallic felt the need to continually
change this feature of the adjustable mouth dating back
to the first Palmer patent. I can surmise that the steel
knob may have been cheaper to produce and more rug-
ged.

Further, 1 have
seen that Metallic
made small changes
to their castings for
unknown  reasons.
The photo in Figure
13 is one such case,
showing two mouth
plates and their mat-
ing sole castings on
Type 3 jointers with
identical metal
knobs. The left one
has rounded corners opposite the mouth, the right has
squared corners. Also, the sole castings have different
ribs under the plates.

The Metallic Plane Company introduced some very
versatile products which offered significant improve-
ment over wooden planes. However, models such as the
Type 1 were also complex to produce at a time when
others had simpler, cheaper designs that were sufficient
for the majority of s :
tasks.  The introduc-
tion of the non-
adjustable  Type 2
model immediately
following the Type 1 is
evidence that they felt
compelled to respond

to cost pressures in
order to be competi- Above - figure 13. Two throat
tive. Types 2 and 3 plate and casting variants

appear to be the least
expensive to produce but may have proved too finicky to
setup. Type 4 appears to be a much better implementa-
tion of the cutter depth adjustment since it is less subject
to inadvertent movement of the levers used previously.
The wheel and screw adjuster is also a step toward what
the industry would ultimately converge on. Remarka-
bly, they abandoned the lateral adjustment offered on
Palmer’s 1867 design which was likely a first of its kind
and would later become an industry standard feature.
Here is a tabulation of the bench plane types and
variants that [ am aware of:

£ k
Above - figure 12. Front knob and
throat plate threads
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Type [ Description |Date | Unique Feature
1A |3 Lever 1867- |Name cast into base,
Palmer 1868 |openings in sides, scal-
loped tote and knob,
fancy rail points
1B |3 Lever 1867- |Name cast into base,
Palmer 1868 |openings in sides, plain
tote, knob and rails
1C |3 Lever 1867- |Name stamped, open-
Palmer 1868 |ings in sides
1D |3 Lever 1869 - | Name Stamped, no
Palmer 1870 | openings in sides
2 Non- 1871 - | Name stamp with pa-
adjustable [1874 |tent dates
3A |[Single lever | 1875 | Wooden base
3B [Single lever | 1875 - |Iron base wooden knob
1876
3C |Single lever | 1875- |Iron base steel knob
1876 | Round corner mouth
plate
3D |Single lever | 1875- |Iron base steel knob
1876  |Square corner mouth
plate
4A |Faucetad- |1876 - |Stamped name on rail
juster 1880
4B |Faucetad- |1876 - [No marking
juster 1880

I would appreciate others sharing details of their
planes for comparison purposes. I would like to see
which variations are the most prominent and to know of
other differences not discussed here. Any advertisements
or means of applying dates to the plane variants would
also be appreciated. 1 will compile any and all inputs
shared and document them in a future article.
edwardrentsch@comcast.net

For Further Information:

D’Elia, Andrew — American Wood and Metal Planes

Roberts, Kenneth D. and Jane W. — Planemakers and Other
Edge Tool Enterprises in New York state in the Nineteenth
Century Revised Second Edition

Smith, Roger K. - Patented Transitional and Metallic Planes
in America (PTAMPIA) Volumes 1 and 2

Directory of American Tool and Machinery Patents :
http://datamp.org/index.ph




AN ANTIQUE TOOL CHEST
C. W. Zink

“How would you like to go diving for old bottles in the
Adirondacks,” asked George. It was 1975 and George wanted
to look for bottles his grandfather had dumped over the years
in the lake by the log cabin he had built around 1900. The lake
at Old Forge turned out to be too murky to find any bottles,
but on the morning we were getting ready to head back home I
found George in the tool shed putting old hand planes, saws,
chisels, and other tools into an old wooden box. “These were
my great grandfather’s,” he said. “I don’t use them and I'm
going to take them home to sell them.” On the way home
George told me his ancestor, Joseph T. Dennis, had worked in
the Brooklyn Navy Yard as a carpenter during the Civil War. 1
was intrigued by the tools and thought I could use them, and
after George named what seemed to be a fair price I bought
them from him. Over the next several years I used some of
them on old house and barn projects and acquired other old
tools but always
kept the Dennis
tools together.

I never saw
George again but
have always re-
membered his
provenance of the
tools. Thanks to
ancestry.com, I
discovered 19t

Century records of

four carpenters in
New York named
Joseph Dennis.
The Bronx listings
of Joseph T. Den-
nis, including Ship
Carpenter, is the
strongest potential
correlation to date
of George’s prove-
nance of the tools.
The 1870 Federal
Census lists a Jo-
seph T. Dennis,
Ship Carpenter, as
36 years old (born

Tool chest — Relatively small at 33 % in. x
13 % in. x 13 %4 in. tool chest reflects ship
carpentry. He built it of six pine boards in
the form of a sea chest with beckets or rope
handles through curved pine blocks on the
side. One of the beckets appears to be origi-
nal. The sides are dovetailed and have a
beveled 2 in. x 2 ' in. kick skirt around the
bottom that appears to have been added.
The top has butt hinges and is secured with
a forged angled latch with a stamped eagle
plate where it fastens to the top. A 6 in. x 4
in. tray was originally supported by rails 4
in. below the top of the chest. All the nails
in the chest appear to be cut nails.

The J. T. Dennis Collection reflects his assemblage and
changes of his tools over several decades in the second half of
the 19™ century. Dennis stamped nearly all his tools, some-
times multiple times, with “J T Dennis” or “Dennis.” Other
carpenters also stamped some of the tools, indicating that Den-
nis acquired them used. As he worked over several decades he
obviously discarded some tools and added others, perhaps
especially as his work evolved from ship carpenter to a finish
carpenter and possibly a cabinetmaker. Many of the labeled
tools like the planes are from makers in New York, as ex-
pected. Two saws are from England. Some tools have been
lost — there is no hammer — and were probably not put back by
descendants or others. There are also no industrial era tools
like metal planes, suggesting that none of his descendants
were carpenters.

It’s remark-
able that a ship
carpenter’s ) '
signed tool | €/ . \
chest and tools
dating back to

the Civil War

and  reflecting Set of Sandusky H&R molding planes.

decades of his changing work over time survived in a collec-
tion largely intact. J.T. Dennis’ son possibly brought the tools
to Old Forge when he built his log cabin by the lake, and their
isolation there helped keep the collection intact. I’ve enjoyed
them for forty plus years, and happily used several in restoring
historic buildings and in some cabinet and furniture making.

Dennis signed his tool chest with the initials J D in con-
vex tacks on the front and the initial J on the underside of the
top. A trade card found in the bottom of the tray lends cre-
dence to the carpenter’s Civil War connection. Printed by
“Hatch & Co., Practical Lithographers, 20 William St., New
York,” it features portraits of Civil War Brigadier General
Winfield Scott and Major General George McClellan. Presi-
dent Lincoln relieved McClellan of duty in 1862.

Included in the chest are many wood molding planes in-
cluding a set of 18 Sandusky hollow & round planes, as well
as many other common and complex molding planes. There
are hand saws, chisels; pErETRT 3 3
including a slick, Shef- {5 ‘
field brace and bit set, a | §
level, spokeshave, mor- |
tise gauge, squares, and ||
many more antique tools |
all marked with the|

about 1834), residing in the Morrisiana section of the Bronx,
and married to Elizabeth. And likely the same Joseph T. Den-
nis is listed in the 1875 Goulding’s Manual of New York and
General Statistical Guide as residing at E. 144™ Street near
Third Avenue in Morrisiana, and again in the 1878 and 1883-
1884 New York City Directories at 610 E. 144™ Street. In the
1889, 1891-1892, and 1897 New York City Directories Joseph
T. Dennis is listed living nearby at 314 Alexander Ave with
his wife Elizabeth and three children plus two grandchildren.
The 1900 Federal Census lists Joseph Dennis, aged 66, living
in the Bronx.

owners name.

It is remarkable that
these craftsman’s tools
have remained together |
all these years for future
generations to study and
use. Yet as time marches
on, | realize I must turn them over to a new guardian. If you
are interested feel free to contact me at 609-439-7700 — cwz-
ink@gmail.com.

Sheffield Brace & bits in box.

THE TOOLSHED - SEPT 2018
7


mailto:cwzink@gmail.com

Downsizing Your Tool Collection some of the following may be common sense, if | make
One Collector’s Experience it sound easy - it’s not!
By Stew May

Recently, we sold our house of 30 years and moved
into an apartment. Boy did I love that house! Having
said that, please don’t feel sorry for me...in the short
time since the move, we have found ourselves surpris-
ingly happy in our new digs.

While I knew I would miss the house, the garden-
ing, the fixing, (no, not shoveling snow), the biggest
concern was what to do with my tool collection. After
35 years of collecting, what would become of my
tools? How many would I have to get rid of? How
would I display what I’'m keeping, with no garage or
basement? Could I even continue to collect?

Figure 2 - This wonderful wood cabinet built by Greg
Welsh displays my large collection of rare folding rules.

Why downsize? As we get older, we don’t know
what life will bring. You can imagine for yourself why
you may need to downsize. Maybe, like me, you are
moving to a different place. Maybe you can use the
cash. Perhaps you no longer need 5,000 tools...and
neither does your family! Maybe it’s the added benefit
of improving your collection and uncluttering your
mind, as well as your space.

Start Early — It’s better to start a couple of years
early than to be forced to downsize when you are not
ready. I actually started selling my tools in earnest a
couple of years ago, and still had to ratchet up the pace
with my imminent move. Imagine if I had waited to
get rid of those axes, augers, saws until moving day!

Take stock of your tool collection. If you're like
me, your tastes on which categories of tools you collect
or what you collect within a specialized category, has
changed over the years. So, where are you now? What
are you passionate about now? What must you live

Figure 1 - My walk in closet displays my cast iron level
collection, Sheffield braces and Stanley planes. Thus, |
have become a closet collector.

I’'m happy to tell you that I’ve found a path, made

some of the tough decisions and still remain an avid ~ With and what can you live With?u'f? .
tool collector. Hopefully, those of you thinking of ‘Now zero in on the collection - selecting the cate-
downsizing will glean something from my experience —  gories and/or specific tools you will let go of.

which is still, to be sure, a work in progress. While For me, the necessity of living in a smaller place meant
out with the axes, the larger saws, the farm/garden

tools, the leg post vise, the mortising machine, etc.
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You get the picture — these are both ma-
jor category decisions and individual tool
decisions — so, take your time, this
doesn’t happen overnight.

Decide: 1) what categories to active-
ly collect and expand upon; and 2) what
categories to maintain and not necessari-
ly expand. Individual tools can be decid-
ed upon on a one-by-one basis.

I remain passionate about my rule
collection, have done no downsizing here
and continue to collect. About 5 years
ago | started collecting levels and have
since sharpened my focus in this area.
Coincidentally, collecting these two cate-
gories works very well in an apartment
setting.

As mentioned, I sold off the large
saws (logging, carpentry), but am keep-
ing my small/keyhole saws and back-

saws. So, if you like a category, you can

Figure 3 - my machinist tool chest display many smaller items in my collection.

have it both ways. Similarly, I’'m keep-
ing my small collection of Stanley tools and plow
planes, while selling off the molding planes. The
plumb bobs, once proudly on display, are temporarily
in a box.

The added benefit here is that I am expanding my
favorite categories, enabling me to improve them and
continue my passion, while keeping certain favorite
categories and tools I still like, making the whole pro-
cess less painful (hindsight is 20/20).

Letting go - getting over your attachment to some
of your collection. When I sold my one and only
goosewing axe | knew I was serious about detaching
from at least my larger tools anyway. I still think about
that one - it’s not always easy. Another example is that
I’ve always liked ice harvesting tools; so, what to do
about my small ice harvesting collection - especially
that 6’ Richardson saw? Well I’ve put that decision off
— it’s ok to procrastinate for a little while.

Displaying your ‘downsized collection - In their
book, ‘Collecting Antique Tools’, Herb Kean and Emil
Pollak advise us that while part of the fun in collecting
is acquiring; “displaying for yourself and others can be
very rewarding” and not to neglect this aspect of tool
collecting. With no garage and basement, this was a
major concern. Fortunately, I now have a walk-in clos-
et (see figure 1), the first of four tool venues in the
house. A custom-made rule display cabinet, designed
and built by CRAFTS member Greg Welsh (figure 2)
really serves the need to display my treasured rules. A
large machinist’s tool chest is the third venue (figure 3)
and a vintage doctor’s cabinet is the fourth (figure 4).

While I know everyone’s circumstances are differ-
ent, I hope my experience will stimulate your thinking
about your collection and it’s downsizing, should you
need to go that route. Now, what to do with that 6’ ice
harvesting saw?

Figure 4 - This glass display cabinet adds some ele-
gance to the collectables exhibited on the glass shelves.
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The Rockaway Boro Bell Project
CRAFTS Endowment Report
By Bob Garay

It all started a few years ago when I was in Rocka-
way Boro visiting the Historical Society to research
information on the McKinnon Axe Company, who
made well known axes there. I saw a large cast iron
bell sitting in a ditch next to the building and asked
them what is that bell doing outside getting all rusty.
They explained it was a historical bell from the Wash-
ington School made in the late 1800’s and they were
hoping to someday to display it. As they explained
money was short and it had been sitting there for a
couple of years. | thought what a shame that was and
maybe CRAFTSj
could help the his- |
torical society to jijf
display it as an
endowment  pro- [¥
ject. What started
in 2014 just culmi- }
nated in a bell
dedication this
past June.

I presented the
idea to the CRAFTS directors and they agreed it would
be a good use of CRAFTS Micalizzi Endowment
funds and a special grant recently received by the fam-
ily of John & Helen Whelan, long time CRAFTS
members and past president.

I attended meetings of the Historical Society to
present the plan and also Rockaway Boro council
meeting to get their approval. This took over a year but
finally we got the green light to proceed. Next I con-
tacted my friend Scott Weems, the woodworking and
construction teacher at the Morris County School of
Technology. With his students we discussed the possi-
bility of building a structure for protecting the bell
there at the school with support from CRAFTS. They
were enthusiastic and one afternoon I picked up the
bell from Rockaway and delivered it to the school. It
was so heavy it had to moved on and off my truck
with a fork lift. When the students saw the bell their
excitement L. N
was  evi- ',.,.n ¢
dent. See
Dphoto right. |

With
funding
from
CRAFTS |
the students ™

The bell as it sat next to the museum.

SEPT 2018

Above - Students work-
ing on bell structure.
Right - Structure in pro- |,

gress at school.

received wood and materials to start construction of
the structure. The students gained real life skills mak-
ing this structure and I am sure there was plenty of
pride in their work. As they built the structure the
Rockaway Boro Maintenance Dept. poured a concrete
slab for the structure. Upon completion of the structure
the students partially disassembled it for transporting it
to the final site
at  Rockaway

Boro. Once &  §
there, public s
works supervi- @

sor Tom Slock-
bower took
charge to get the
structure  reas-
sembled and
finish it off. The [
dedication June &
2018 was a
great event, as it
showed how
many  people
collaborating

together can get
a historical pro-

Ject done. It was | Above - The completed bell structure on
a thrill to hear | dedication day.

the bell ring|Below - Dedication plaque thanking
again after so|CRAFTS for support with the project.

many years sit- =
ting neglected. A

special thanks to
teacher Scott
Weems and Boro
supervisor Tom
Slokbower for
their commitment
with this project.

Whelan & Micalizzi Endowments

Built By Carpentry

Prog. MCST




Bob Amarant: The “Wood Turner’s Woodturner!”
By Ivan Raupp

The members of CRAFTS of N.J. were educated
and entertained at our June 3rd, 2018 meeting by Bob
Amarant , the president of the New Jersey Wood
Turners Association.

I have to admit that I was a bit skeptical when Bob
told me that he was planning to make a carver’s mal-
let, a dead blow type mallet, and a scratch all...within
the hour and a half that he was allotted. But make
these beautiful tools, he did!

He gave us a bit of his background which included
some of the volunteer work that he and the N.J.
Woodturners do to lift the spirits of sick kids. One of
their programs is “Tops for Kids” and it helps kids in
the Children's Special Hospital of N.J.

Bob spoke briefly about James King and Frank
Horvath referring us to their U-Tube Videos. Frank
makes amazing mallets in 2 minutes! He also refer-
enced Jimmy DiResta who is known for his beautiful
dove tailed joiners mallets. These mallets are made of
walnut and oak and are end grain dovetailed. The
grooves for joining are cut on a dado saw and the
width and height of the dado cutters are the same. By
cutting grooves at 90 degrees to each other the end
grain tenons and mortises are achieved. Bob had pre-
viously prepared these dado joints and passed them
out so we could examine them.

He then stepped up behind his lathe quipped with a
safety shield in front to protect the packed meeting
hall. It was clear that safety is critical in woodturn-
ing. Bob was protected with a face shield and he said
that when working certain kinds of wood breathing
protection and gloves may also be needed.

WANT ADS

Help With Tool Collections - I can assist you with tool collection. Find-
ing buyers for your tools., total shop cleanouts. Call Bob Garay (973) 398
-5875 or email- takeadip@optonline.net.

Authentic Tools for traditional trades — jane@shorthillstudio.com
www.TimelessToolsandTreasures.com - 603-588-2603

Need Help disposing of your tools or home items? Entire or partial house
clean-outs available. Call Steve Zluky at 908-534-2710.
JIMBODETOOLS.COM - The largest antique tool website on earth
buying and selling fine antique tools. Call Jim at 518-537-8665 or email
jim@jimbodetools.com.

The Tool Exchange —Australia’s home of fine old tools for sale. Our
website has over 18,000 photos of tools. We ship to over 30 countries.
www.toolexchange.com.au

WYV Tools: CRAFTS member and eBay seller concentrating on bitstock
tools and more.

Check Out — Tom Lamond’s yesteryearstools.com, an internet magazine
on hand tools, their makers and their markings.

Wanted - Bell System tools and electrician’s pliers. Ted Davidson 609-
731-6915

Antique Tool Restoration - John Porritt, Spencertown, NY. 518-392-
0603, email - PORRITT3@GMAIL.COM

Whitney House Antiques Tool Shop - Antique & user quality tools for
sale - Lafayette Mill Antique Center, Lafayette, NJ -
www.whitneyhousetoolshop.com

Wanted - Stanley rules in very good to fine condition: #’s - 14(6”,2f), 52,
58-1/2,59,70,72,73,76,76C,77,81,82,83. Stew May, 201-907-0823
Wanted - Better planes by Grant, Marley, Alford, J.Stiles, SE Jones,
C.Allen, Tobey, Oothoudt, Jamain, Douglass. E.Baldwin -,Joe Hauck,
908-236-2072.

More information:
e Jimmy DiResta:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Then the lathe was turned on and chips began to fly. They
really flew! The stuff had been prepared with center marks
on the ends and was carefully clamped in the lathe. It was
still square but careful use of the gauge quickly reduced the
corners and very quickly a mallet head appeared. Next a
handle was mounted and reduced to a perfect shape in a very
few minutes. It was impressive to see how carefully the ten-
on on the handle end and its shoulder were prepared using
the bevel. The fit was exact after a few trial fittings. The
work was smoothed with several grits of sand paper with a
vacuum in place to collect the dust. Finally ,the work was
carefully oiled to achieve a beautiful finish!

Space constrains the length of this article so let me wrap
up by highlighting a few key points.

e Best practice requires a light grip but bracing the long
tool handle against he thigh

e  Move the whole body through the cutting strokes

e Safety is paramount, eye protection is a must! Breathing
protection may be necessary too for certain exotic
woods.

e  Sharp tools are critical, learn to sharpen your own tools

e A variable speed lathe will provide the most flexibility

Jimmy_DiResta

e James King: https://kingsfinewoodworking.com/

e Frank Horvath: https://www.manmadediy.com/3162-
woodworker-creates-awesome-stop-motion-videos-of-
furniture-making-itself

e N.J.  Woodturners:  http://www.njwoodturners.com/
content.aspx?page id=0&club_id=193803

The demonstration was followed by many questions from the
CRAFTS members which Bob graciously answered.

Bob, Thanks for a terrific demonstration!

See more
meeting
photos on
page 12

. . o
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CRAFTS of New Jersey
15 N. River Styx Rd.
Hopatcong, NJ 07843
TOOL EVENTS

Sept. 9 - CRAFTS Picnic - Camp Tecumseh, Pittstown, NJ -
John Czekaj - 908-938-2368

Sept. 14-15 — Donnelly Antique Tool Auction, Nashua, NH
www.mjdtools.com, 800-869-0695.

Oct. 20-21 — Jacktown — Fall Harvest and Sawmill Show,
www.jacktown.org, 610-588-6900.

Oct. 26-27 — Donnelly Antique Tool Auction, Indianapolis, IN
www.mjdtools.com, 800-869-0695.

Nov. 2-3 — Brown Antique Tool Auction, Camp Hill, PA, Jim
Gehring, www.finetools.com.

Nov. 4 — Crafts of NJ Monthly Meeting, Masonic Lodge, High
Bridge, NJ, Ivan Raupp, ivanraupp@aol.com.
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CRAFTS Picnic - Sept 9 - Set up a organized display of

tools following a theme. Antique tools are offered as prizes for

the best displays. Criteria for judging is based on a neat struc-

tured presentation of the tools with information for the viewers.

Also a “1 Tool Display” is offered for members to exhibit.

Again prizes are given for the best of these - 1 Tool Displays -

and based on it presentation and information for the viewer.

Additionally, remember to participate in our many other tool con-
tests that also offer prizes.

Lastly don’t forget to bring a desert - my favorite part of lunch.

Pictures From T

h
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