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Three-Arm Plows
by Herb Kean

was the first planemaker to come up with a

\ ’\ / three-arm plow? I am excluding the European

three-arms where only two arms go into the

body. The concept is not quite the same with these plows.

The true three-arm plows such as the Sandusky center-

wheel, Ohio centerwheel, Kimberley (English), Brown

(Scottish), and Chapin-Rust are all in the latter half of the
19th century and can't be considered as "the first".

Was it Isracl White who patented his three-arm plow
in 1834 who started the whole thing, or did he get the idea
from across the river in New Jersey? Could Andruss, who
started planemaking in Newark, New Jersey, in 1821, have
dreamed up the technique to keep the fence parallel to the
skate? Two other Newark planemakers made early three-
arm plows. But White's three arm plow was already on the
market before I. King first appeared in the Newark 1835
Directory and before Mockridge & Francis started making
planes in 1835.

As with any mystery, you have to collect the facts first
and then put them together so they make some sense.
Unfortunately, in this case it's mostly speculation. Yes, you
can come up with a different conclusion, but, hopefully,
some day someone will come up with some hard evidence.

Let's look at the early three-arm plows:

Figure 1 — the non-bridle, three-arm of Isracl White,
Figure 2 — the bridle, three-arm of Israel White,
Figure 3 — the I. King three-arm,
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Figure 1. The non-bridle, three-arm of Israel White.
(Courtesy of Leon Kashishian)

Figure 4 — the Andruss three-arm,
Figure 5 — the untoted Mockridge & Francis three-arm,
Figure 6 — the toted Mockridge & Francis three-arm.
Let's start with Isracl White. We know that the patent
paperwork shows only the non-bridle style. In addition to
that, a broadside advertising the plane came out in Nov-
ember of 1833 showing only the non-bridle style. The last
few that were produced later by Henry G. White (who took
over the shop from Isracl White's widow in 1846) were the
bridle types. This pretty much says that White's non-bridle
came out before his bridle. (continued on page 4)

June 6 - CRAFTS Meeting
High Bridge, NJ, Masonic Lodge
Veneering program by Frank Pollaro

lrgprogram starts at 1 p.m. =
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CRAFTS Calendar of Events
June 30, 1999 - ToolShed (Sept) free ad deadline
June 6, 1999 - CRAFTS meeting, High Bridge, N.J.
Sept. 12, 1999 - CRAFTS picnic

CRAFTS New Website http://members.aol.com/craftsofnj

Speaker’s Profile

Our Speaker for the June 6" meeting will be Frank Pollaro, who was
scheduled to discuss veneering at our February meeting but was unable
to make the meeting due to the illness of a close friend. His topic for the
June meeting will be the same. Check out his website at
flamingoveneer.com for information about veneering supplies and some
photos of his work, including the muppet desk.
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DOMINIC MICALIZZI
1936 - 1999

In every organization there is always someone special.
Dominic was a kind, gentle man with a special talent. He
was a superb cabinetmaker in addition to one of the best
restorers going. And, let's not forget his handmade tools
that ranged from a simple coach plane to a scrimshawed
ivory Ultimatum,

He left us suddenly on March 23.

He grew up in Brooklyn and, after high school, went
into business with his three older brothers. In 1960 they
established Micalizzi's Studios, and in 1988 moved to their
present quarters in Jamesburg, New Jersey as Micilizzi
Inc. (Cabinetmakers).

Dominic never tumed down a request from a friend.
He did some of the jobs at CRAFTS that not many others
would volunteer for. He was a long-time member and
director of CRAFTS, and a member of EAIA. Dom's
specialty was the New York City planemakers. He
zealously pursued their tools whenever he heard of any for
sale, and combed New York's 26" Street market almost
every Sunday. His knowledge of antique tools covered
many other areas and he willingly shared his knowledge
with his fellow tool collectors. He was considered an
expert, and was well respected throughout the tool world.

We will have a memorial to Dom by way of some of
his favorite tools. They have been donated to CRAFTS by
his brothers, and will be displayed at CRAFTS meetings.

There are other craftsmen who will follow in Dom's
footsteps, but to me there will never be another Dominic
Micalizzi. He was indeed special. Herb Kean

1999-2000 Dues Notice
In late May you will be receiving your dues notice for
July 1, 1999 to June 30,2000 (unless you have paid in
advance). Dues for one year are $15. Please respond
promptly; there will be no reminder notices.



PRESIDENT’S
'CORNER

First, I want to thank Hank Allen for making all the
arrangements for our April speaker, Graham Blackbum. I
thoroughly enjoyed his presentation, as did many others based on
the feedback I received. Graham’s use of molding planes
reminded me why I started collecting them over twenty years
ago. Back then tools seemed more plentiful, and I’m sure it took
much less to excite me. Nowadays things are harder to find and
[ am pressed for time. I must confess I miss the socializing with
other toolies as much as I miss a good find.

Not only are old tools getting scarcer, but so are old
CRAFTS members. Iregret to report that in March and April
we lost board members Dominic Micalizzi and Mary Alice
Kingsbury. Mary Alice encouraged her late husband Frank to
get a hobby like wrench collecting; that was fifteen years and
three thousand wrenches ago. She was also the hand behind the
Tool Shed during Frank’s tenure as editor. Dominic was a
uniquely talented individual and, fittingly, his family has made a
unique bequest to CRAFTS, but another board member will
relate that story.

The fact is that our tools will be around after we are long
gone, so enjoy your friendships and go out of your way to make
new ones. We also need to realize that when you buy a tool you
become its steward. Some of my more treasured tools were gifts
from other members or were purchased at dispersal sales, like
the ones we had for Lee Donnelly or Harry O’Neill. How will
your collection be disposed of? Are there items that you would
like to see go to a particular person? How will that happen? Are
you unable to set a “buddy price”? Will your family be better
able to answer those questions? It may be time to get some other
members of the family interested in tool collecting. It may not be
fun to think about, but we all should take steps to be sure our
“wards” are adopted by the right kind of people.

I expect to get Frank Pollaro the veneer expert for the June
meeting. Frank missed our February meeting to help his friend
and mentor Bill Welch through some serious heart surgery. Bill
has made a great recovery and was at our April meeting

The June meeting is when we have our annual election of
officers. I’ve never seen a slate that didn’t receive rousing
support. This year besides your vote, make a point of getting to
know one or more board members and offer to help them out
with their duties.

Welcome to new members:

Len Bonis, Philadelphia, PA; Bob Endellicate, Baldwin, NY;
Lawrence Freifeld, Philadelphia, PA; Gregory James,
Lindenhurst, NY, Bob Moyer, Hummelstown, PA; Max
Stebelton, Amand, OH; Gary Swartz, Califon; Miguel Vasquez,
Brooklyn, NY; Barry & Kim Werner, Bedminster, PA.

Joe

The purpose of this column is NOT to evaluate dealers,
but simply to present useful & interesting information
about tool sources.

Dave Paling - The Tool Guy

I first met Dave in 1980 at a Southwest Tool Collectors
meeting in Tulsa, Oklahoma. At that time Dave was working
full-time in the sheet metal trade and buying and selling
collectible and user tools in his spare time.

On New Years Eve in 1985 he was run over by an
inconsiderate cab driver. This ended his working career and
after recovering, more or less, he began dealing in tools full
time, getting around with crutches and canes. Dave had so
many metal pins in his leg that he couldn't pass airport security
metal detectors.

Dave was born in New Jersey and moved with his family
to California at an early age. He said that he got started in
selling when he and a friend took a load of junk to the dump.
They didn't have enough money for the dump fee, so they
stopped ata nearby flea market and sold enough of their junk
to pay for dumping the rest. (Dave insists that he is no longer
selling junk.)

Dave is the only tool dealer I know who doesn't collect
tools. He says he would rather collect money. T've seen some
pretty rare and collectible tools on his table. I would be tempted
to skim off a few for myself if T were a dealer.

Dave sells a lot of user tools, which he picks up at flea
markets and garage sales. But most of his best items are from
auctions and collectors' meetings, which he flys to at least 14
times a year, traveling about 50,000 miles annually. I see him
regularly at auctions and usually sit near him; we often go head
to head in bidding on some items.

Dave has been a long-time member of the P.A.S.T. tool
collectors in California, and has been a major recruiter of new
members, having signed up many members at tool shows,
auctions, and flea markets. He's also a long-time member of
CRAFTS, and you'll find him at the right end of the front row
at every CRAFTS auction.

Dave usually shares a room with his good friend Jack
Zimmerman, also a dealer, [ See "Meet Your Dealers" in the
April 1998 Tool Shed ] who helps with the many suitcases of
tools that Dave packs around. We used to be able to spot
Dave's room by the crutch leaning on the wall by his door until
someone stole it a couple of years ago at the Crane Auction -
maybe a crutch collector?

Dave always
has a good selection
of tools including
several  big-ticket
items. He says he
sold his most
expensive tool, a
bronze Bailey
scraper for $12,000.

I didn't buy it.

You can reach Dave
at415-334-7295.

Bill McDougall
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Three-Arm Plows by Herb Kean
(continued from page 1)

Why the introduction of the bridle to the three-arm
concept? My guess is that the center arm of the original
non-bridle model (that connected only to the fence and not
to the outside arms) allowed too much play under stress
conditions. Israel White must have found this out early on,
as it appears that he produced his bridle shortly after 1834.
It's very likely that both styles were produced
simultaneously as the serial numbers run from low to high
on both styles. Of course he may have serialized each style
separately, but as yet there is no evidence of that.

Now the tricky part. If we speculate that Andruss
came out with his bridle model first, then why would White
choose an unproven, possibly ineffective, non-bridle model
as his copy? Those who copied designs tried to stay as
close as possible to what had already been proven to work.
They might modify a detail or two to "skirt the patent" or
to claim an improvement, but they would rarely change an
entire concept. Also, as you will read below, the details of
each plane give the strong impression that the 1. King plane
preceded the Andruss. But, if King never got started until
after the White plane was out, this would also put the
Andruss after the White! If you accept the progression
from maker to maker that is detailed below, you will have
to give first place to White.

So, if Israel White invented the three-arm plow, then
who in New Jersey was the first to copy him?  For this we
have to look at the planes of 1King, Andruss, and
Mockridge & Francis. The one that looks to be "elaborate
beyond effectiveness" is the I King The handle is
unbelievable, with its two iron castings attaching it to the
body (hard to see in the photo). The manner of attaching
the bridle to the outside arms also requires a casting that
could have been made a lot simpler. The bushing that
accepts the threaded center arm is elaborately inset into the
body. The method of holding everything rigid, once the
fence is positioned, is with an iron strip set into the
forward arm and a wing screw through the body to clamp
down on it. Not bad theoretically, but expensive.

Now look at the Andruss. It lacks the very expensive
handle. The bushing sits on top of the body, requiring no
inset cutting. A rather nice improvement is riveting
through the arms, bridle, and fence all in one shot, giving
betterrigidity and making the bridle casting much simpler.
In short it lacks almost all of the excesses of the King
design, which somewhat acts as proof of Andruss
following King.

And now look at the Mockridge & Francis plows, the
untoted first. It has the Andruss bridle but uses a bulky
brass casting, which looks almost like a prototype.
(Maybe it is.) Screws were used rather than rivets to
attach the arms to the fence. This indicates a natural
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change in plows, where rivets almost always preceded
screws. Mockridge & Francis removed the front arm iron
strip and substituted a lock wedge, which was less
expensive. The plane pictured in Fig.5 has a nut on the
center arm. This centralizes the locking pressure and puts
a portion of it onto the rear arm. It might have come as an
afterthought when the single forward wedge wasn't doing
the job, particularly when the rear arm started to wear. It
can be seen that the simplification continued as Mockridge
& Francis took costs out of the Andruss design.

Finally the Mockridge & Francis toted plow . The
screws attaching the arms to the fence are no longer
screwed through the bridle, as in the untoted model. The
arms are now screwed to the fence in the same way as any
normal plow. The much simpler steel bridle just sits in the
mortises in the arms (a cheaper design). There is no wedge
or front arm thumbscrew lock. The fence arms are now
mortised into the fence, which helps to keep them square
to the fence. The need for mortising indicates that there
must have been a problem in keeping the arms square to
the fence, the very thing that this bridle concept was
supposed to lick. As with the untoted model there is a nut
on the center arm, which is the only way to lock the fence
setting. As this nut was replaced on this particular plane,
it could be questioned whether it was there originally and
then lost, or was never there to start with. It's not
reasonable for a plow plane to be designed with "state-of-
the-art" detail and not have a way to lock the arms. So I
think it's safe to consider the locking nut design as original
or an early afterthought. It would appear that in some
areas the simplification went a little too far in this final
design. That was probably its death knell.

So there it is: the White three-arm, non-bridle plow,
then the White bridle, then the King, then the Andruss,
then the Mockridge & Francis untoted, and finally the
Mockridge & Francis toted. It's interesting to note that
almost every change down through time, and from one
maker to another seemed to reflect a need to simplify a
costly design. There were some changes that addressed a
possible ineffectiveness, but they were not as plentiful as
those concemning cost.

I. King was only in business for two years after 1835
and Andruss only survived S or 6 years after his three-arm
came out. Today very few of these planes are extant: one
by [King, 2 or 3 by Andruss, less than a dozen by
Mockridge & Francis, and a dozen or so by White. The
bottom line for these early three-arm plows is that they
didn't seem to be worth the extra cost, as their advantage
was slight, if at all. Most ineffective products usually end
up being the rarest pieces in any collection. The early
three-arm plows fit that bill perfectly.
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Figure 2. The bridle, three-arm of Israel White.
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Figure 3. The l. King three-arm.
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Figure 4. The Andruss three-arm.
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Figure 5. The untoted Mockridge & Francis three-arm.
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Figure 6. The toted Mockridge & Francis three-arm.

Confessions of an f "Addict

by Steve Johnson

Ebay™ is an online (as in world-wide web) auction
house. Ebay has a huge assortment of tools for sale every
day, and the selection is constantly changing. If you like, you
can start and finish a tool collection just buying from ebay,
but I don’t recommend that. I think you’re missing out on a
little bit of life if that’s the only place you buy tools. There
is still a lot to be said for being able to talk to other
collectors, users, and dealers, to make the trips to local (or
distant) tool gatherings, and to see and inspect tools you buy
in person. But, for those interested in trying ebay buying, I
will lay out a basic primer here. Selling on ebay, I'll leave for
another time.

Auctions on ebay happen on a per-lot basis, and each lot
is kept open for bidding for a predetermined amount of time,
typically 5 or 7 days, from the moment the item is entered by
the seller (eBay time is Pacific Coast Time). The seller can
be any registered ebay user, as is the buyer. Using your web
browser, you enter the web address http://www.ebay.com
and you are presented with a cluttered home page filled with
links to different areas of the ebay web site. The most
valuable links are at the top of the home page — navigation
for getting you to the lot listings (featured auctions and hot
items), services for buyers and sellers, the site map, and the
all-important Search Page. Ebay sells much more than tools,
in fact their company motto is “We help people trade
practically anything on earth." And it’s #rue, you can find just
about anything for sale on ebay. There are over 300
categories for listing items for sale. But I will focus on the
hand tools in this article.

Buying & Selling on ebay

So, what is the advantage ebay holds over a traditional
auction? Essentially, it is because the auction is held on the
world-wide web and the overhead costs to both buyer and
seller are low. As a seller, your item will get huge exposure

THE TOOL SHED - JUNE 1999 5



and draw the largest number of bidders. It costs a pittance to
sell something on ebay - a small posting fiee ranging from
$0.25 to $2 per item depending on its estimated value, and a
commission (only if the items sells) of between 1.25% to 5%
of the hammer price. If the item doesn’t sell the first time
(because of a reserve price, most likely), you can list it again
for free. As a buyer, you get to choose from a huge assortment
of tools, and there are new ones every day. You don’t have to
drive around to every garage sale in a five-state radius. There
is no buyer’s premium. Once a sale concludes, ebay leaves it
up to the high bidder and the seller to contact each other
(within 3 days) and make arrangements for payment and
delivery.

There are some peculiar advantages and disadvantages to
using ebay for your tool purchases, so I'll touch on those
briefly. Keep in mind that something listed as an
disadvantage for the buyer is likely to be an advantage for the
seller, and vice versa. This list, then, is presented from the
buyer’s point of view:

Advantages

You can bid relatively anonymously. You can use an
alias on ebay to keep your identity hidden, until you end up
as high bidder on a completed auction and must send payment
— then the seller will know who you are. You can check on
someone else’s identity if you like, but your identity is also
sent to the person you are checking up on as part of this
process. Over time, frequent bidders/sellers build up lists of
the other frequent bidders/sellers, so that after awhile this
advantage dissipates.

You can use various bidding strategies. You can bid your
maximum and have ebay automatically increase your bid as
necessary to outbid other bidders (something it does with
religious correctness). Or, you can hide out in the shadows of
the Internet until the last seconds are ticking away in an
auction and then spring out with a bid, hoping no one else
will have time to outbid you. (This is called “sniping.”)
Several other variations are possible. Snipers hope that they
can get a bargain by beating out the other snipers at the last
second, assuming none of the other bidders has bid a realistic
price for the item. It is a hell of a way to live.

It costs nothing to participate in the auction. Ebay
doesn’t charge a fee to register, and assuming you have
Internet access ebay is free to the buyer — no buyer’s
premium, no browsing fees, nada. Only if you are the high
bidder on an item does it cost you money. UPS or the Postal
Service will deliver purchased goods to your door.

Disadvantages

Ebayhas only a very weak quality control system. There
is a lot (read: A LOT) of junk offered for sale on ebay. The
descriptions can be misleading, inaccurate, or downright
wrong, and the pictures can be nonexistent, blurry, not even
of the right tool, etc. The only system ebay offers to provide
peace of mind to the buyer is a “star” feedback system, where
buyers and sellers can post comments about each other in
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previous transactions. Someone with a high rating is less
likely to cause you problems than someone with a single-digit
rating, but this system still isn’t foolproof. Anyone can raise
or lower anyone else’s rating by posting positive or negative
comments, even if they haven’t been involved in a transaction
with that person. (In the future, this risk may be allayed
somewhat by escrow-type arrangements, but these will cost
either the buyer or seller some money. See
http://www.tradesafe.com/ as one example.)

The sellers are operating fairly anonymously also.
Bidding on your own items for sale was allowed until fairly
recently, and buyers have no way of knowing if all the bidders
on an item are operating independently. An unscrupulous
vendor could offer an item for sale, and then have a friend or
two bid it up.

Retumn privileges are not enforceable, even if sellers state
they will accept returns. Ebay is an auction, and operates
under auction rules that are usually as-is-type sales. The
expense and hassle of trying to legally force someone (in
another state) to return your money would not be worth it in
almost all cases.

Buying Tools

Most experienced users head straight for the Search
Page, as this page lets you focus in on just those items you
are interested in browsing. On this page, you can search by
item title, description, item number, or by who the seller is,
or who other interested bidders are. Entering plane in the
title search box, for example, produces a list of 1297 items
(as of March 5, 1999). Some of these are airplanes, and not
tools, so later in this article I'll discuss ways to focus your
searches even more tightly. You can click on an item in the
list to bring up a page full of information on the item and on
the state of the auction at that second. For example, item
number 71661536 is a Stanley/Bailey #5 smooth plane,
currently selling for $47.02 with 40 minutes to go before
bidding closes on this item. There is a description of the item
for sale, written by the seller, and usually a picture of the
item, also typically taken by the seller. These descriptions
and pictures vary widely in useability and accuracy

OK, how do I buy something on ebay? First, you need to
register, and this can take up to 24 hours, so register early if
you intend to bid on something. From the ebay home page,
click on "Buyers" at the top of the page, and then “Registered
User Services." From there, the link titled “Become a
Registered User” will describe the process. Once you are
registered, you will be asked to give a user name (alias) and
password that allows you to bid in any ebay auction. Some
users use their Intemet address as their user name - some
create colorful user names.

To find things to spend your hard-eamed money on,
return to that invaluable Search Page (reached by clicking
"Search" on the navigation bar at the top of the ebay home
page). Type in the name of your favorite tool in the “Title
Search” box. Most likely you will be presented with dozens
of items to peruse, but if not, you can try adjusting your



search by using these search tips:
Capitalization in your search phrase doesn’t matter.

All “filler words” (including words such as and, or,

the etc) will be interpreted as words to be searched for in the
text. Hence, just type the actual words you’re looking for —
don’t try to give the search box instructions. For example, if
you want to search for a wood plane, just type ""wood plane"
(with or without the quotation marks) and not "'plane and
wood." The default search rule is to look for items whose
titles include all the words you enter.

Searches within quotation marks will return items with
text exactly as specified within the quotes. Phrase searches
should not be used unless you intend to get the exact text. A
search for "wood plane" will return item descriptions
including the exact phrase wood plane. The phrases plane,
wood or wood molding plane will NOT be found. You need
to think of all the various ways a seller may describe his
goods.

Searches without quotation marks will retum items that
contain the search words in any order or with modifiers
between. A search for wood plane will return plane, wood,
wood jointer plane; and plane for wood.

Be careful when you search for plurals. The search for
wood plane gives diffierent results than the search for wood
planes. You can also try wooden plane or all at once with
@1 wood wooden plane planes (see special character
searches below).

Special characters can be used in your search, but they
have special meanings:

(plane,wood) (with no spaces after the comma) finds items with
either the word wood or the word plane in an item’s title.

"wood plane" finds items whose titles include the phrase wood
plane.

plane -airplane (space after plane) finds items that include the
word plane but not the word airplane in an item's title.

wood +plane (space after wood) finds items whose titles include
the words wood and plane

plane* finds items with words in the title related to p/ane such
as planes, planer; bi-plane, planetarium ...

plane -(wood,transitional) finds titles including the word
plane, but not the words wood or transitional .

#1869 finds titles that include the year or number /869

@0 plane wood finds every item whose title includes one or
more of the words plane or wood.

@1 plane metallic wood finds every item whose title includes
two or more of the words of plane, metallic, and wood.

(plane,wood) is the same as @0 plane wood

Once you have located a list of tools that meets your
search criteria, you can sort the results by ending date, bid
price, or search ranking. Click on the column heading in
the result table to do this — for example, it is often helpful to
click on “Ending Date” and get the auctions that are ending
soonest listed first. When you find something to bid on, click
on the bid graphic (auction paddle icon), fill in your name,
password, and bid amount, and you are a participant! After
you know an item's number, you can go directly to the item's
page by entering that number in the item search box. You
can also enter a seller's or buyer's user name in the seller or
buyer search box to see what else a seller is offering or what
a buyer is bidding on. Say goodbye to your family and
prepare to live life by the friendly, warm glow of your
computer screen!

Sellers are required to assign their items to an ebay
category. And buyers can limit their searches to a category or
subcategory. This should provide buyers with a way to
narrow their searches, but it doesn't necessarily help with
tools. Sellers who know tools usually assign tools to the
"Tools/Hand" subcategory of the "Miscellaneous" category.
However, sellers who really aren't into tools put tools in all
kinds of other categories, which you then won't find in a
"Tools/Hand" search. So you have to balance getting
extraneous stuff in a broad search against missing items in a
narrow search. A recent search for @1 wood wooden plane
planes tumed up 194 items in the broad search (mostly valid
tools) vs 121 items in the narrow search, so the narrow search
missed many wanted items. Another search for @0 bevel
bevels tumed up 84 items, many related to stained glass.
But,using @0 bevel bevels -stained reduced the number to
14, most of them valid tools. So, it may be better to use the
broad search on the Search Page and learn how to eliminate
common junk using the "but not" feature.

Ebay will confirm your bid via email, and will also send
email to you if someone else outbids you, but I've found this
last piece of information fairly useless, as by the time you get
the email the action is usually over.

If you find yourself participating in a lot of auctions (I
feel your pain), you can buy and use computerized bidding
software to help manage some of the time demands. I haven’t
used any of these personally, but I found this one on the web
that claims to be free — CricketCalc at
http://www.worldint.com/journeys/eccles/cricketjr
/programs/cricketcalc.html Another is TurboBid ($11)

at http://www.flash. net/~etx/turbo/turbobid.htm/.

Author Information: Steve Johnson reports that he
empties recycling bins (specializing in aluminum!) for
Microsoft Research in Redmond, Washington. He authored
the article "Finding Old Tools in Your Den" in the November
1997 Tool Shed. He is a member of CRAFTS and most of
the other national tool organizations, and collects treadle-
powered equipment and hand woodworking tools. He sells
his duplicates at http://www.tooltimer.com.
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CRAFTS Auction Sets Record !

by James Laurent

ach year since 1979
ECRAFT S has held a

spring auction. This
year, however, things were a
little different — or maybe a
lot different. Part of the
difference was because, for
the first time, the auction had
been advertised on the new
CRAFTS website. Then, too,
mail bids had been accepted
on selected consignments for
the first time. But mostly it
was because of the large
number of outstanding tools
that were being offiered for

sale. Assessing the Sparklers.
In the center is Dominic Micalizzi's ivory plow plane

There was an air of
anticipation, even during the
set-up session on Friday evening. Those who came hoping to get
a preview glimpse of the sparklers that had been shown on the
CRAFTS website were bound for disappointment, as the Keeper
of the Sparklers chose not to deliver them until Saturday
morning,

But the early birds on Friday as well as the auction goers on
Saturday did get to see something special. It was the spectacular
ivory and brass plow plane made by the late Dominic Micalizzi.
Dominic was a longtime director of CRAFTS and an
extraordinary artist-craftsman. His brothers gave this superb
creation to CRAFTS in his memory. His many friends will miss
him. Herb Kean has a tribute to Dominic
elsewhere in these pages.

The hall in Flemington was full to
overflowing when the first lot went on the
block at 9:30 a.m. Auctioneer Barry
Hurchalla, despite an opening joust with
an uncooperative microphone, kept things
moving at a good pace. Ably assisted by
Bud Davidheiser, he disposed of 600 lots
at better than 100 per hour.

Friday's early interest and excitement
carried over into Saturday. The 193
registered bidders (abetted by the mail
bidders) combined to set an- all-time club
sales record of $95,737.50. That is big
time! [t not only beat last year's gross by
more than 50%, but it lifted the CRAFTS
Auction to a new level of significance and
prestige.

The record total was largely the
result of the big-ticket items, and, as

8 THE TOOL SHED - JUNE 1999

Herb Kean (2nd from right) explains who
made it, how it works, and what it's worth.

usual, planes dominated the
action. Unquestionably, the
centerpiece of the auction,
the lot everyone was waiting
for (to look at, if not to bid
on), was an outstanding
M.B. TIDEY double-
beveling plane, listed as in
fine condition. The bidding
was spirited, and it surpassed
the presale estimate of
$8,000 to $12,000. The rare
beauty sold for $14,500, to
vigorous applause.

There were a number of
other fine planes offered. A
beautiful, toted, three-arm
plow plane by
MOCKRIDGE &
FRANCIS/NEWARK, N.J., made entirely of rosewood, brought
$6,500. An equally fine three-arm plow, in beech and marked
ANDRESS/NEWARK, N.J./ WARRANTED, easily exceeded
its high-end estimate of $3,500, going for $7,000. An
exceptional group of planes, all marked [*Nicholson, were sold
in three lots, bringing excellent prices. Each of the four planes is
believed to have been made between 1733 and 1740. A rare
matched pair of a hollow and round sold for $3,400; another, a
complex molding plane, went for $1,600; and the last one, an
ogee molder rated good-plus to fine, but with a replaced wedge,
sold for $1,100.

A very early piece that drew
considerable interest was a crown molder
with body and wedge of black cherry.
The body was 7 inches wide and 13
inches long with a six-inch wide iron.
The plane bore the unrecorded mark of C.
BRIGGS in a stamp font almost identical
to that of N. BRIGGS (1744-1777).
Despite its obscure origin the C. Briggs
plane brought $2,000.

Altogether, nine lots topped the four-
figure mark, including a Keen Kutter
K64 combo plane in its original box that
sold for $1,400. Breaking the planes' $1K
monopoly was a Hammacher Schlemmer
#100 cabinet that went for $2,600.

Some other planes worthy of mention
included a toted boxwood plow with
ivory tips that brought $900 and an H.
Chapin toted plow in rosewood that
brought $275. A pair of tiny, brass



instrument planes went for $250, and a beautifully crafted
miniature L. Brandt mitre plane made by Dominic Micalizzi, a
real work of art, sold for $300.

And then there were the Stanley items, which ranged from
film strips ($5) and catalogs (1932, $65) to folding shrink rules
(#31, $55) and spokeshaves (#85, $795).
But planes predominated. A #46 brought
$250 and Sweetheart #1 went for $850. A
#10 1/4 in good condition brought $425,
while one with a cracked body brought
$250. A cast iron tool rack in excellent
condition sold for $125, and one lucky
collector took home a Stanley tire bolt
wrench for $105.

I was struck (not for the first time) by
the large number of Stanley items that
were listed. In all, there were 105 lots,
which is a lot of lots. I remember back in
the Dark Ages of tool collecting these
things were considered novelties collected
by a couple of guys in Pennsylvania. Yet,
as long ago as 1981, in a review of the
CRAFTS Auction, Alex
Farnham noted that 10% of
the "more than 400 tools
sold" were Stanley. As a
percentage, of course, that is
substantially less than in
1999, but it is greater than [ *
would have guessed. (In this
same article = Famham
mentions that only ten tools
in the sale were signed by
New Jersey makers, but he
predicted there would be
more in the future.)

Traditionally CRAFTS has always had some excellent axes,
both smith and factory made, but this time there were only four
in the entire auction: a broad axe, $65; a J. Cole mortise axe,
$105; a Black Diamond, $35; and an ice axe that brought a
surprising $65. But there wasn't a goosewing or a Rockaway all
day long. Where have all the axes gone?

Over the years high-quality primitives have been staples at
our auctions, but this year there were only a few to be found.
Auction organizers Steve Zluky and Greg Welsh both
commented on this, but they could not give a reason. Some others
did have opinions. One explanation was that the supply of
primitives was rapidly vanishing, that there were just no more to
be had. Another was that collector interest in them had dried up.
Neither explanation fully satisfies me, but I cannot come up with
a better one.

There appeared to be more wrenches than usual this year (Is
it a trend?), and they brought pretty good prices. A B.A. Haines
"mini wrench" sold for $155. Auctioneer Hurchalla was

Joe Hauck (left) and Don Rosebrook
ponder the imponderable

Parking lot sales were brisk. So was the weather.

pleasantly surprised when the next lot, a monkey wrench, sold
for $260. Just two lots later he sold another one, an A B. Taylor
1840 patent, for $350. Six Winchester pipe wrenches ranged
from $30 for a 14 inch to $50 for a 6 inch, with a Winchester
monkey wrench bringing $40. And of course, no CRAFTS
Auction would be complete without at
least one Lowentraut wrench brace. This
one went for $150, which must have been
another record of some kind.

There was the usual handful of low-
end items in the auction, but the generally
strong prices reflect the quality of the
tools being sold. For whatever it's worth,
57 lots sold for $250 or more, and only 44
sold for between $150 and $250. I know
that there is probably some significance to
this, but I cannot figure out what it is.

One of the enjoyable features of any
auction is gauging the reactions of
individuals when particular items are sold.
Atthe tail end of the sale, when lot 576, a
small, hand-held, cast-iron corn sheller,

sold for $200, a clutch of
& i Sl AR T oD AETS plane  people
gasped in disbelief. Only
moments later they gasped
again when another small,
cast-iron sheller brought
$250.

And everybody loves
surprises, I suspect that no
one was more surprised than
the auction managers when
the "unusual” figured nut
cracker hammer, down
toward the end of the auction list, created such keen competition.
It was a beauty and was finally gaveled down at $475.

An indication of the stature of this auction was the number
of prominent collectors and dealers in the audience, many of
whom had traveled some distance to be there. A hurried look
around the room detected tool people from Washington,
California, New Mexico, Louisiana, Ohio, Maine,
Massachusetts, Connecticut, Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania,
and New York. There were even a few from New Jersey, and I'm
sure I've missed some others.

It was a great day, a record day, and everyone seemed happy
as they packed up their treasures. After all, don't they say that an
auction is the only form of gambling where all the participants
can win?

Ed: James Laurent has not written for the 700l Shed for
some time. He is a long-time member and so reclusive
that his name has never appeared in our Directory.
Thanks James, it's great to have you back.
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A New Jersey Anvil

by Richard Burton

n one of my weekend trips to flea
Omarkets and yard sales I was for

fortunate to find a small dirty anvil that
I intended to use on my workbench, replacing a
cutoff piece of railroad track. After cleaning, I
was amazed to find an anvil in almost perfect
condition with steel faces, a maker’s name, and
two patent dates. After some research I was able
to find the maker’s name (Atterbury & Co)
mentioned in Alex Famham’s books on New
Jersey toolmakers and Richard Postman’s book
on American anvils. See references at end of
article. A trip to the Free Library in Philadelphia
got me copies of the two patents that went into
great detail about the manufacturing of the anvils
and explained the cavity in its base as well as
several other marks found on the anvil.

The May 4, 1852 patent did not have a
drawing, only a note from the Patent Office
explaining that they did a search for the drawing
but were unable to find it. The patent explains
what the hole in the base was for. After the anvil
was cast its steel surface was reheated and
tempered. It was felt that the uneven cooling of
the base caused a premature failure or separation
of the steel face from the cast iron base. By
pumping a cooling oil through the cavity and
keeping the base cool the failure could be
prevented. See Figure 4.

The Feby 8, 1853 patent was for a device
that held the steel faces in place inside the sand
mold during the casting process. This device also
allowed the steel faces to be heated to a high
temperature while in the sand mold before the
cast iron was pored in. This would create a better
bond between the steel and cast iron. The marks
from this device are still visible on the anvil. See
Figure 3.

Charles Peters of Trenton submitted both of
these patents. Richard Postman feels that Peters
may have been a foreman at the Fisher and
Norris anvil foundry before he started to make
anvils for Atterbury at the Patent American Star
Anvil Works down the street.

Anyone with more information on the
Atterbury Company is urged to pass it on to Alex
Farmham.

Early Tools of New Jersey and the Men

Figure 1. Anvilmade by Atterbury & Co. of Trenton, New Jersey. The anvil is 7% inches
long, 3% inches high, and 1% inches wide on the face. It weighs about seven pounds.

Figure 2. This is the stamp on the anvi: ATTERBURY & Co PATENTS MAY 4"'52
This mark looks like & FEBY 8"'53
it was put on with four separate stamps. On larger anvils the mark was probably all
on one line. It was found on the back of E’fhe anvil about %2 inch féom the top surface.

Figure 3. Lines “A" and “B" are where the steel face meets the castiron
base. “C" and “D" are where you can see the annual growth rings from
the wood pattern. “E" and “F" are the two holes that the screws made
that held the steel face in place during the casting process as described
in patent Feby 8, 1853. Line “G” is the separation line between the two
wooden patterns used to make the casting. The number “1” inside the
star indicates that this is the smallest anvil that Atterbury made.

Who Made Them and Search for Early New  Figyre 4. The worn surface “A” on the bottom of the anvil indicates that it had not been
Jersey Toolmakers by Alex Famham. Anvils  polted to the top of a workbench but had been constantly moved, thus wearing the base
in America by Richard Postman, 1998, 10  smooth. “B" is the cavity in the base of the anvil used to cool it during the tempering of the
Fisher Ct.,, Berrien Springs, MI 49103. face; it is 1-3/4 inches deep and 1 inch in diameter. “C" is the casting gate.
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Kean Kuttins

A Collector To Remember:
Dominic Micalizzi

It was a blazing hot summer day, the kind that
should stop any flea marketeer (but doesn't). 1 was
standing under my beach umbrella at the now defunct
Lion's Flea Market in Chester, New Jersey. The Chester
market was one of the real flea markets, not the tube-
socks and T-shirt markets of today. There were
treasures everywhere.

By now I'm sure you have figured out that this was
some time ago - many, many years ago. But I remember
it as if it were yesterday.

I was waiting on a customer when out of the corner
of my eye I saw a pixie of a man approaching my booth
with --gasp-- an ivory Ultimatum swinging in his hand.
In those days there were very few sophisticated
collectors. But even I could tell an ivory Ultimatum
when I saw one, and by George this guy had one! I
quickly dispatched my customer with, "Pick out what
you like; I'll be with you in a minute."

It was a problem for me not to blurt out, "Is that for
sale?" I waited for him to speak first, but it didn't seem
as if that was going to happen. He started once but got
tangled up in what almost appeared like embarrassment.
I couldn't stand it any longer and finally gave it my
"cool" approach with, "Where dja get that?"

He looked up at me (but only slightly) and said,
"What do you think of it?" What did I think of it-- it
blew me away! I had never seen a tool of this majesty
and workmanship before. It had scrimshaw all over the
ivory, and I didn't know what to look at first. I
completely forgot about the cool approach and just went
crazy with enthusiastic remarks. He never responded to
any of them, just smiled and shifted his weight from foot
to foot. Then with a twinkle in his eye, that was barely
detectable, he asked, "Do you think it's worth a couple
hundred?"

Hold everything! Is this guy trying to sell this
gorgeous thing? I figured it wouldn't hurt to ask. "Naw,
I was just wondering", it came back. We talked awhile
until I was sure it wasn't for sale. He then asked me to
look it over carefully, a curious request that threw me
into an immediate defensive mode. Was there something
wrong with this piece? Was it a fake? How could
anyone do work like this? It would take a superior

woodworker and metalworker. There weren't many
around, and I knew of none this good. But I looked
carefully anyway.

I really couldn't see anything except the "76" scribed
into the ivory, which I took to mean 1876. 1 asked him
about it and he only smiled as if I had finally started
down the right path. I took the smile to mean it was
1976, and started looking for a flaw that could prove it.
He sensed what I was doing and eagerly awaited my
findings.

I couldn't find a thing wrong with that brace with the
possible exception that it was foo good. 1 was about to
admit to that fact when I saw the tiny American flag
engraved into the ivory. An American flag on a British
piece? And then the piece-de-resistance: there was a 48
star pattern in the flag, not the 38 that you would expect
from an1876 flag. The jig was up, and he sheepishly
admitted that he had made it. I stood in awe of the man!

There are many stories of Dominic's prowess with
"new" antique tools. But he always had some small sign
that said it was a repro. It was up to you to find it. He
was never bothered by the morality of selling a repro,
because he never sold one.

You might wonder what will happen to such perfect
repros now. Will those ultra-subtle marks be detectable
by the normal collector? I doubt it. But we will have no
need to wonder. An ivory plow plane that Dominic
made is being donated to CRAFTS by the Micalizzi
brothers under the proviso that it not be sold. The
family will keep the Ultimatum and the other "new"
pieces, and if ever sold, they will be marked as
Dominic's creations.

Dominic Micalizzi was as good as any 19th century
toolmaker, and his work will become as collectible as
the best of them. And even if we forget his pieces, those
of us who knew him will not forget the man.

Herb Kean

RESTORING ANTIQUE TOOLS

by Herbert P. Kean
$17.95 + $3.50 s&h, 122 p., 512" x 8%%" softcover

Here’s the book that unlocks the secrets that
professional restorers have used for years. It
clearly explains, and illustrates, all levels of
restoration techniques, giving options for the
degree of cleaning and repairing. It makes
restoring profitable and fun.

ASTRAGAL PRESS
P.O. Box 239, Mendham, NJ 07945
973-543-3045 FAX 973-543-3044
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—WILLY TELLUS WHATSIT

Rear View

Notices

No. 41 From Herb Kean

e

Remember that “Tools Through Time” at Cold
Spring Village in Cape May will be the weekend of
June 19" Check the Apri Tool Shed for

ATS.Co. Rat. Allowed Steel

5 78" long

information, or call Clare Juechter at 609-898-
2300 ext. 12.

Cory Amsler, Curator at the Mercer Museum in
Doylestown, Pa, reports that the Museum’s annual
Tool Discovery Day will be on Saturday Nov. 13th
from 10am — 3pm. More information in September.

Summer Auction Schedule

June6, Sept.12: Fine Tool Joumnal absentee auctions. Call Clarence
Blanchard for information or subscription 207-688-4962.

June 20: Harrisburg/Camp Hil. Barry Hurchalla's auction of
premium tools on Sunday following the Mid-West national meeting at
the Radisson Penn Harris Hotel & Convention Center (717-763-
7117). Call Barry for information 610-323-0333.

July 10, August 14. Boyertown, Pennsylvania, Barry Hurchalla’'s
regular monthly auction. Call Barry 610-323-0333 for information or
to get on his mailing list.

July 16-18: Hillsboro, New Hampshire, Your Country Auctioneer’s
Flea Market (16™) and Listed Antique Tool Auction(17"). Dealer sales
on the 18", Call Steve Mitchell for information 603-485-2800.

July 24: N. Kingstowm, Rhode Island. Bill Spicer’s tool auction
managed by Bud and Vera Steere. Call Vera for information or to get
on Bill's mailing list 401-884-5049. Send $2 for a list to 110
Glenwood Drive, N. Kingstown, R102852.

July 31: England, Tony Murland’s International Tool Auction. Call
Martin Donnelly for information or a print or CD catalog at 607-776-
9322 or e-mail at mjd@mjdtools.com.

September 23-24. Holiday Inn, Nashua New Hampshire. Your
Country Auctioneer's Annual Tool Sale and Antique Tool Auctions
(Listed on the 18" & Catalog on the 19™). Call Steve Mitchell for
information 603-485-2800.

OF

by

HAND-SAW MAKERS

NORTH AMERICA

Erwin L. Schaffer

September 3,4. Albuquerque, N.M. The Biggest Tool Meet West
of the Midwest. Hosted by RMTC, SWTC, PAST, and M-WTCA
(Areas |, L, & O). For information call Bill McDougall at 505-344-9272.

CRAFTS members only may have a free S line (40 word) ad that is primarily
related to the exchange of tools or information. Each line over S is $1. Send to:
Stuart Shippey, 251 Hillside Ave., Chatham NJ 07928-1732, FAX 973 701-
2050, or email: stushippey@prodigy.net. Ads accepted if space permitted.

For Sale

1998 STANLEY TOOLS POCKET GUIDE. Updated with several
hundred price adjustments to reflect recent market activity $10 + $2
pstg Available from John Walter, 208 Front St., Marietta, OH 45750
or call (740) 373-9973.

Manufactured and Patented Spokeshaves & Similar Tools:
Identification of the Artifacts and Profiles of the Makers and
Patentees. $75+$5 s&h. Order direct or request brochure. Tom
Lamond, 30 Kelsy PI. Lynbrook, NY 11563-1516.

Wanfed

RESEARCH INFORMATION ... SCRAPERS:
incl. Blade marks, examples, ads, manufactured
and/or patented for woodworking or related
trades; (hand, cabinet, floor, box, etc.) Blade
mark drawings, sketches, or photos helpful. Also
buying scrapers. Tom Lamond, 30 Kelsey PI.,
Lynbrook, NY 11563

il

HAND-SAW MAKERS
OF NORTH AMERICA

Erwin L. Schaffer

21° @)

Pius $2.00 S&H
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A Must For All Hand-Saw Collectors
-Hand-Saw Makers listed by name & location-
-Saw Models listed by maker, type & style-
-North American Hand-Saw dealers -
-North American saw-making history-
-American saw maker histories-
-Selected articles on saw makers-

T
X:' b7
OSAGE Vs{?gg PRESS

P.O. Box 5082, Rockford, IL 61125-0082
(815) 398-0602

E. C. STEARNS STEEL NOTCHBACK BAR
CLAMPS, STANLEY Series 20 & 40 Everlast
chisels, 9/16 & 11/16 cutter heads Stanley #77
dowel machine. All to be in excellent condition.
Call Al Conrad 973-625-8508 Rockaway, NJ.

Planes, etc. by Sandusky Tool Co. John
Walkowiak, 3452 Humboldt Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55408

Planes, etc. by Sandusky Tod Co. John Walkowiak,
3452 Humboldt Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 55408
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April 17, 1999 CRAFTS Tool Auction Prices Realized

If you did not attend the auction and want a copy of the Auction List, send $2 (no SASE) to Steve Ziuky, Box 243, Whitehouse, NJ 08888.
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35.00
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100.00
125.00
175.00
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545. 15.00 583. 55.00 561. 5.00 569. 20.00
546. 30.00 §54. 20.00 562. 5.0 570. 130.00
547. 115.00 555. 50.00 563. 160.00 S71.  30.00
548. 15.00 S$56. 40.00 564. 135.00 §72. 3500
549. 15.00 §567. 20.00 565. 10.00 573. 85.00
$50. 20.00 558. 20.00 566. 30.00 574. 30.00
551. 750 §59. 20.00 567. 15.00 §75. 115.00
§52. 20.00 560. 145.00 568. 25.00

576. 200.00 583. 20.00 590. S5.00 597. 35.00
S77. 250.00 584. 20.00 591. 10.00 598. 65.00
578. 475.00 585. 20.00 §92. 7.50 599. 2250
§79. 75.00 586. 50.00 593. S5.00 600. 20.00
5$80. S§5.00 687. 100.00 594. 17.50

581. 25.00 588. 65.00 §85. 1250 Total

5§82. 25.00 589. 15.00 596. 500 $95,737.50

CRAFTS Auction - 1999 by Greg Welsh

WOW ! Seems like we set some sort of record:
$95,000 +. This could not have been achieved without
the help of so many dedicated members who helped
with the sale. I personally want to thank them, and all
the people who attended the auction for making it such
a huge success.

Thanks to the consignors, especially those who trusted
us to get top prices for their sparklers. - Thanks to Dave
Wolverton for creating the CRAFTS website in time to
place the sparklers on the Internet for everyone to see.
Thanks to Herb Kean for writing the website
descriptions and managing the absentee bidding.

Thanks to the runners: Ken Hopfel, Rick Anger, Chuck
Morgan, Tom Thornton, Bob Senkbeil, Brian Murphy,
John Kesterson, Stu Shippey, Frank Sheriff, Jim Mallon,
and Frank Scordo, and all the others who volunteered
but were not called on. Feeding the runners were
Richard Boyd, George Duin, and James Travis who
were ramroded by Ed Modugno.
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Using their sharp eyes spotting were Herb Kean, Steve
Zluky, and Joe Hauck. Clerking again this year were
Chuck Granick and Leon Kashishian. Thanks, too, to
Barry Hurchalla and Bud Davidheiser who disposed of
the 600 lots in under six hours.

The transportation and the set up on Friday night were
handled by Tom Thornton, Leon Kashishian, Herb
Kean, Bob Fridlington, Steve Zluky, Ken Vliet, Bob
Senkbeil, Chuck Morgan, Rick Anger, Jack Whelan, Stu
Shippey, Richard Burton, Milt Potosky, Dave Nowicki,
Ken Newell, and Martin Knudslien.

And on the financial end, thanks to Jack Whelan,
MarKay Zluky,and Frank and Fran Smith for the
important job of checking out all the purchasers with
their goods. And finally, to Jack Whelan for doing the
prices realized list and for sending the consignors their
checks.

Thanks again, Greg Welsh





