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 This article is prefaced with a bit of anecdotal back-

ground information because; over the years I’ve been 

involved with those who preserve the history of collecta-

bles.  I’ve enjoyed great adventures and met great people.  

I received a phone call from Tim Rhubart inquiring about 

purchasing my recent publication, Stanley “Special” and 

Custom Rules, copyright 2002.  Tim purchased the book 

and a short time later called me and suggested that he had 

a rule I might be interested in.  Tim described the rule as 

an A. Stanley & Co. #83.  I thought for a moment and 

explained to Tim that I was reasonably sure there wasn’t 

such a rule listed and , having extensively researched the 

#83, suspected that what he held was not a #83.  “Well”, 

he exclaimed, “I have it in my hand and that’s what it 

says”.  After asking Tim a few questions about his rule, 

markings, embellishments, graduations and gunter scale 

description, I was coming to believe that Tim could well 

be holding a #83.  It took some time to arrange, but Tim 

and I eventually agreed to meet in Skaneateles, New 

York, the eastern gateway to the central New York Finger 

Lakes region.  I was extremely interested in determining 

the authenticity of the rule and was eager to see what con-

dition I would find the rule to be in.  Once I saw the rule I 

knew instantly that it was an A. Stanley #83.  I also 

quickly realized that I was very interested in acquiring the 

rule for my own personal collection.  Over the next two 

hours Tim and  I respectfully negotiated terms for the 

exchange of the rule and agreed to meet again on Main 

Street to finalize the purchase.  During our brief ex-

change, Tim cautiously remarked that he “felt like a drug 

dealer taking cash on the street in exchange for a small 

satchel of contraband”.  I responded, “Tim , this is my 

drug”.  But I digress – Let’s get on with the rule. 

 

 Now, trying to solve the mystery of where the rule 

came from --- 

To the best of my knowledge it may be the earliest 

custom rule (???) produced by A. Stanley & Co., pro-

duced sometime between 1854 and 1857.  It appears that 

Augustus and Timothy Stanley seriously ventured into the 

rule manufacturing business in 1854.  At that time the 

brothers acquired the business of Thomas Conklin, the 

rule manufacturer then known as Seymour and Churchill 

of Bristol, Connecticut.  In late 1855 they purchased an 

additional rule firm, Seth Savage of Middletown, Con-

necticut.  This rule is not listed on any of the two A. Stan-

ley & Co. price lists, nor is it listed in Phil Stanley’s Box-

wood and Ivory: Stanley Traditional Rules, 1855-1975, or 

his new price guide.  Additionally, there is no listing for 

 

 

The First A. Stanley & Company #83 Rule Reported 
By Scott Lynk 

Continued on page 3 
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The TOOL SHED 

Published five times a year for members of CRAFTS of New 

Jersey.  Editor: Dave Nowicki, 240 Woodlyn Ave. Glenside 

PA 19038.  EMAIL - dnowicki@verizon.net. 

Articles, especially about early tools and trades, are encour-

aged and may be sent to the Editor.   

 

CRAFTS WEBSITE 

www.craftsofnj.org 
 

Containing general information about CRAFTS and its activ-

ities including: meeting schedules,  Tool Shed articles, etc. 

President’s Corner 

NEW MEMBERS 

 
Joe Helm, Centennial, CO 

Rudy and SuzAnne Schindler,  

Davenport, IA 

Paul and Lillian Spilde, Bemidji, MN 

Lad Walen Jr, Summit, IL 

Richard Hasell, W.Caldwell, NJ  



THE TOOLSHED—November 2007 

 3 

 

this rule in John Walters’ Stanley Price Guide. 

 

 One of my rule-collecting friends believes this is 

where the #83 came from.  A. Stanley & Co., estab-

lished in 1854, issued its first catalog in the next year, 

1855.  No rule matching the # 83’s description was 

listed in the first catalog because that catalog de-

scribed basically the rule stock acquired with Seymour 

and Churchill.  Since Seymour had worked for Chapin 

before setting up his own company with Churchill, it 

would follow that their firm would make the same 

selection of rules as Chapin, who never made a #83 

with a slide. 

 

 We believe that the 4 fold rule with the slide was 

a product of Seth Savage,  (I wish we had one of his 

price lists to consult), and the Seth Savage acquisition 

was too late in 1855 to contribute any items for listing 

into the  1855 which was published in January of that 

year.  Therefore, Savage’s 4 fold rule with a slide did 

not make it into the 1855 catalog but was only listed 

for the first time in the 1859 catalog, in which it was 

assigned the number 83.  This does not mean that no 

#83 rules were made prior to 1859, and thus prior to 

the 1857 change of the company name.  It is certain 

that the rules were made, and it is reasonable that 

those made prior to 1857 would have been stamped 

with the A. Stanley name. 

 

 WHY NOT SETH SAVAGE?  These ideas led 

me to an in-depth study of Seth Savage rules.  I con-

tacted Don Wing who is involved in an extensive 

study of early American rule makers.  Don gave me 

some excellent suggestions and allowed me to photo-

graph some Seth Savage rules in his collection.  Don 

believes Seth Savage was in the rule business for per-

haps less than a year.  It is possible Seth Savage’s big-

gest contribution was highly skilled employees. 

 

 THE FOLLOWING PHOTOGRAPHS 

 DETERMINETHE PROGRESSION OF THE 

   STANLEY #83 

 

 

 

   

 

THE SETH SAVAGE JOINT 
 

A.    One side of the Seth Savage joint is much    

thicker. 

 

 B.    Where the boxwood joins the main joint on 

the Seth Savage rule there is a small tenon 

that extends into the joint.  (This was ob-

served on all the Seth Savage rules photo-

graphed.) 

 

  

  The Gunter slide on the A. Stanley and the Seth Sav-

age rule do not interchange.  It stands to reason, if 

Seth Savage had made the # 83, the slide would fit the 

A. Stanley.   

 

  

  

 OBSERVATIONS OF SEYMOUR AND  

CHURCHILL RULES --- 

 

  All A. Stanley rules were made from 1854 to 

1857 using Seymour and Churchill’s stockpile of rule 

parts and the companies machinery. 

 

  

   The E and M scale was on the # 83 rule.  This was 

the only 2 foot 4 fold with the E and M scale.  It ap-

peared on the rules from 1855 to 1915.  This was a 

very common scale and it appeared on almost of A. 

Stanley and Stanley Rule and Level 2 foot 4 fold rules. 

 

  

  

  

  

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 4) 

Top—A. Stanley Joint 

Bottom — Seth Savage Joint 

Gunter Slide, Seth Savage rule with 

tenon slide 
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A. STANLEY TO STANLEY RULE AND 

LEVEL ----- 

 

   Although the year 1858 is when all legal 

work was completed, the original voted agree-

ments were decided on July 1, 1857.  A. Stanley 

and Company consolidated with Hall and Knapp, 

a New Britain manufacturer of levels, try squares 

and bevels since 1853.  At this time the two com-

panies became Stanley Rule and Level Compa-

ny.  They also completely re-tooled their rule 

making business.  The following photos show the 

main pin changes that lasted from 1858 to 2001. 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  My friend Chris Brady has suggested that 

the stars may be related to the symbology of the 

Freemasons.  A star figures prominently in the 

symbolism of the Freemasons and may have 

been incorporated into the A. Stanley logo in the 

early to mid-nineteenth century.  Phil Stanley 

doesn’t attach any significance to the decorative 

stars stamped around the name on the rule sur-

face.  One can find these stars on rules from a 

number of early makers.  I agree with Phil that 

they are just there for decoration. 

 

 
  

  

 

 As always the research used in this article 

may not be exhaustive.  I encourage any and all to 

contact me with additional information or specula-

tion about the origin and history of any Stanley 

Special or Custom rule. 

 

I would especially like to thank Phil Stanley, 

Don and Ann Wing, and Walter Jacobs for their 

help with this article, and Tim Rhubart for finding 

the rule.  Photos by Ted Ingraham. 

 

Scott Lynk 

(Continued from page 3) 

A. Stanley and Company -1854—1857 

Stanley Rule and Level Co.  - 1858—2001 

The new Stanley main joint pin was a pentagon 
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WHALING HARPOONS  

STOLEN FROM CAPE MAY 

COUNTY, NJ MUSEUM   

 
 FBI agents have joined an investigation into 

the theft of whaling tools from the Cape May 

County Museum. 

 

 Curator Pary Woehlcke said that the thieves 

stole two darting guns and a single-fluted har-

poon, with estimated values between $1500 and 

$2000.  Among the other stolen items used by 

whalers in the early 19th century were a toggle 

iron, a bomb lance, a brass sextant, and three 

sailors' palms.  A worker noticed the artifacts 

missing on June 5.  The museum estimates the 

stolen items are worth more than $7,500. 

  

 The FBI agents are assigned to the bureau's 

Art Theft Program.  Authorities are monitoring 

internet auction sites for any sign of the 200-

year-old harpoons, police Capt. Scott Webster 

told The Press of Atlantic City.  Museum offi-

cials believe the culprit was a collector, because 

other items were not taken from the case and 

those that were taken are among the most valua-

ble.  Museum workers believe someone un-

locked the doors of the barn that serves as the 

museum from the inside before returning later to 

 Following graduation, he began work at AT&T 

Bell Laboratories, Holmdel, NJ, as a Member of the 

Technical Staff.  In 1985 he received a Master of 

Science degree in Computer Science from Stanford 

University in CA.  He continued work at AT&T, 

Lucent Technologies and more recently, Alcatel-

Lucent as the original company changed.  He rose 

to Distinguished Member of Technical Staff. 

 

  He authored the first book detailing the pictori-

al history of a Boy Scout Council in the Arca-

dia/Tempus Publishing series “Images of America” 

entitled “Monmouth Council Boy Scouts”, copy-

righted 2003. 

 

  In 2004 he founded the New Jersey Scout Mu-

seum in the Morganville section of Marlboro, NJ, 

and worked as its volunteer curator.  He had a vast 

knowledge of scout memorabilia and an interest in 

collecting. 

 

  David enjoyed woodworking and was an ac-

tive member of the Central Jersey Woodworkers 

Association and CRAFTS of New Jersey, where he 

helped with the establishment of the CRAFTS web-

site.  He was also a volunteer blacksmith at “The 

Historic Village of Allaire”.  Those activities moti-

vated him to research and collect antique tools. 

 

  Through the years he received further honors 

and recognitions in the Boy Scouts of America, 

including the Silver Beaver, Scouters Key, Scouters 

Training Award and the District Award of Merit, 

Twin Lights Scouter of the YEAR, 2006.  He do-

nated many evenings, weekends and vacation times 

leading scout troop meetings as well as workshops 

and camping opportunities at Quail Hill Scout Res-

ervation in NJ and Forestburg Scout Reservation in 

NY.   

David was a National Merit Scholar at Middletown 

High School, Middletown, NJ.  He was awarded a 

National Elks Scholarship, and was accepted as a 

Regents Scholar at the University of California at 

Irvine.  In 1984 he graduated magna cum laude, 

receiving his Bachelor of Science degree in Infor-

mation and Computer Science. 

 

 He is survived by his parents, Frank and Mar-

garet Wolverton; his brother, Glen and sister-in-law 

Janice; and five nephews, Paul, Eric, Shawn, Collin 

and Joshua, all living in Leicester, MA. 

 

  A memorial service was held on June 23 at 

Quail Hill Scout Reservation 

Obituary 
 

   David Allen Wolverton, 44 of Fair Haven, 

NJ, died unexpectedly of heart and lung failure 

on June 1, 2007, at Riverview Medical Center, 

Red Bank, NJ. 

 

  David was born June 14, 1962, in Pasade-

na, CA.  As a youth he was involved with the 

YMCA Indian Guides.  Later he joined the Boy 

Scouts, where he advanced to the rank of Eagle 

Scout.  He went on to earn both Bronze and 

Gold Eagle Palms.  He was active in the Na Tsi 

Hi Lodge 71 Order of the Arrow (Boy Scout 

Honor Society) including its dance team.  In 

OA, he received his Ordeal Honor, his Brother-

hood Honor and his Vigil Honor.  

 

 David was a National Merit Scholar at 

Middletown High School, Middletown, NJ.  He 

was awarded a National Elks Scholarship, and 

was accepted as a Regents Scholar at the Uni-

versity of California at Irvine.  In 1984 he grad-

uated magna cum laude, receiving his Bachelor 

of Science degree in Information and Computer 

Science.  

        (cont.) 
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Reflections of a “Born Again” Tool 

Collector 
By Bill McDougall 

 

  In the summer of 1970 my job as construction 

manager took me to Denver where we were planning to 

construct a large apartment project.  There my co-

worker and I visited the home of his mother were I saw 

her small collection of curling irons mounted on a small 

display board and hung, like a picture, on her parlor 

wall. 

 

  Inspired by her collection I decided that I should 

start collecting something.  Having been a carpenter I 

decided to start acquiring old carpenter tools.  Back in 

Albuquerque in a second hand store I found the blade 

of a splitting froe (cost $1.50).  I made a handle and 

froe club and this was the start of my collection. 

 

  My job took me to several cities in New Mexico, 

Colorado, California and Texas.  In each place I care-

fully allotted time to search for interesting tools. 

 

  I was a director of the Mid-West Tool Collectors 

Association (M-WTCA) and never missed a meeting 

for 20 years.  I always brought along my old army duf-

fel bag and usually brought it back stuffed with tools.  I 

have to admit that I focused more on quantity instead of 

quality, and until I learned better, I accumulated some 

pretty weird stuff.  It took a while to clean up my col-

lection and to focus  and good (better, anyway) tools. 

 

  Eventually the hallway in our home filled up with 

display boards – forty feet of hall with an eleven foot 

ceiling.  With the hallways pretty well filled up, the 

kitchen accepted 64 square feet of pegboard displays 

and the mantle held around 50 plow planes. 

 

  One of my luckier finds was a tool chest almost 

full of plane makers tools which had belonged to the 

grandfather of a man who answered my ad for old 

tools.  We negotiated a price while standing outside of 

his storage locker.  It was snowing at the time, so I did 

not find out much about his grandfather except that he 

worked in the Chicago area.  We quickly loaded the 

tool chest in my pickup, and I left before anyone 

changed his mind.  I wish that I had learned more about 

the tools because no one had heard of the plane maker, 

a Mr. B. Christian.  I did find one molding plane with 

his name stamp at the Brown Auction Dealers’ sale, but 

the owner could not provide any information on its 

provenance.  

 

  I acquired a nice tool chest from England; it had 

been well constructed, but, unfortunately, was painted 

black.  My attempts to strip off the paint just made it 

look worse, so I painted it light blue.  I have seen other 

nice chests painted red, orange, green and of course, 

blue, and I thought they all looked pretty good. 

 

  I remember one day I was admiring the tool chest 

and noticed that the brass key was in the lock.  I 

thought that I didn’t want to lose that key, so I put the 

key in one of the trays in the chest and closed the lid.  

Big mistake!  The chest was now locked with the key 

inside.  After a while I considered my options: suicide, 

locksmith, or just leaving it locked.  Finally, having 

nothing to lose, I turned the chest bottom side up and 

removed one board form the bottom.  I stuck my arm 

inside and finally found the key, put it back in the lock 

and replaced the board. 

 

  I kept two other tool chests, one for which I had 

made and eight inch deep metal insert tray which is 

handy for icing down soda pop, etc. for tool meetings.  

We keep this chest in the guest room (empty of course) 

where it comes in handy to put a suitcase on, or just to 

use as a low table. 

 

  Of course I kept the tool chest made by the carpen-

ters at the Brown Corliss Engine Company after work 

on a Friday (August 28, 1903).  I like to think they 

made it for an apprentice who had just completed his 

four year apprenticeship.  The history of this chest was 

written in the back of both tray-supporting stepped ends 

and was discovered by me when I took apart some of 

the chest for cleaning.  An article I wrote some time 

ago for the M-WTCA publication, Gristmill, entitled 

(Continued on page 8) 

Bill McDougall with his tool collection as pic-

tured in the Smithsonian , Volume 21, Number 

11, February 1991 



THE TOOLSHED—November 2007 

 7 

 

The Story of an Old Shovel 
By Karl West 

 

  At a recent Spicer-Steere tool auction I picked 

up an Ames shovel that most people would feel 

should be put out to the trash next week.  Because of 

my interest I was asked to write about it for the New 

Jersey tool folks. 

 

  I live in Walpole, MA and have a strong interest 

in the history of the town, so why would I bid on an 

old shovel that came from the Town of North Easton 

which is probably 20 miles away?  Back in the 

1790’s Joshua Stetson purchased a dam site in the 

town of Walpole on the Neponset River.  The 

Neponset is not a large river yet it has about 12 privi-

leges along it in the Town of Walpole alone.  Joshua 

set up a blacksmith’s forge with the power he had 

from the river.  Before 1810 he had two apprentices 

learning the trade.  One was Oliver Ames and the 

other was Henry Plimpton.  They learned the trade 

very quickly and Ames moved out of town and for a 

short time Plimpton became a partner of Stetson.  

Soon Plimpton moved out and went down stream 

establishing his own business. 

 

  Now the two young men remained friends and 

did not want to compete against each other.  What 

they decided to do was have Henry Plimpton make 

rakes and hoes and Oliver Stetson make shovels.  

That worked fine and as time went on Henry Plimp-

ton was reasonably successful.  The area where he set 

up his business has come to be known as Plimpton-

ville, a part of East Walpole. 

 

  At the same time Oliver Ames was busy making 

different types of shovels.  Note the picture showing 

a spade with the imprint, O AMES SOLID STEEL.  

This is a spade as opposed to being called a shovel, 

because you step on it.  See the reinforced plate at-

tached to the top edge of the blade.  It took a real 

person to handle this for very long.  It weighs 13 

pounds.  Compare that with your everyday shovel or 

spade. 

 

  

 

 Oliver soon was also becoming interested in 

politics.  Soon his two sons, Oakes Ames and Oliver 

Ames, Jr. who were active in politics became the top 

executives as the Union Pacific Railroad was being 

built.  Now you can imagine when the line was being 

built, hills had to be dug out and leveled by hand.  

When they got to the next hill they had to buy more 

shovels because the others had been left at the last 

site.  Sadly, there was no big demand for so many 

hoes and rakes. 

 

  That is the background of the story.  Beyond 

that, let me say, the Walpole Historical Society does 

have a Stetson shovel.  See the March 1992 issue of 

EAIA’s Chronicle for a picture. 

 

  For a more detailed and formal article about the 

Ames Shovel Company, see the Volume 49, #3 issue 

of  the Chronicle, which includes information about 

how the family had five structures designed and built 

by the famous architect, Henry Richardson.  Richard-

son built the Trinity Church in Copley Square, Bos-

ton. 

 

  More about this fascinating town can be learned 

by reading Volume 49, #1, page 18 to learn about the 

grindstone quarry in the town.  Then look up the arti-

cle about the Poole family, again of North Easton, 

who built carpenters levels, among other things. 

 

  Then, see the History of Easton, Mass., Vol. II, 

by Margaret M. McEntee, 1975 for a full history of 

the Ames Co. 

 

  Little is written about Oliver Ames in the Wal-

(Continued on page 8) 

Oliver Ames Shovel 

Shovel Imprint 
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Dear Mr. Wizard,  

 

 My buddy and I had a pretty good argu-

ment as to why there are both right and left 

handed goosewings. He says they are strictly 

for right and left handed people. I have heard 

differently over the years and would like to 

hear what you think.  

Thank you.  

Sam Garfield -- Manchester, Vermont.  

 

Dear Sam ---  

 

 Your buddy is partially right. Most right 

handed people prefer right handed axes. How-

ever, if you have ever used a goosewing to 

square logs, you would know about another 

reason, and in my view a more important one. 

That is when the grain starts to run the wrong 

way and you would like to turn around. With a 

goosewing, your only hope at this point is 

another axe that is of the “other hand”. That’s 

why they were occasionally found in sets. 

 

 But still another reason is that there are a 

few right-handed people that prefer a left-

handed axe! And there is a good reason for 

this. The forward hand (nearest to the neck) is 

the power hand and the rearward hand is for 

guiding accuracy. Inasmuch as a goosewing 

sorta cuts under its own weight (not like a 

felling axe), power is not that important. But 

to get the right angle of the cut, so as to take 

out the chip smoothly requires some degree of 

accuracy. It also helps to keep from burying 

the axe in your knee. Here is where some 

hewers prefer their hand that has the best con-

trol.  

 

 An interesting test of this theory is that in 

an article published years ago (in your own 

Tool Shed) recording 70 goosewings, 44 of 

them were right handed and 26 left handed - 

just about 2 to 1. According to an Internet 

search, only 1 in 10 people are left handed! So 

it has to be something else. The reasons above 

are the “something else”. You might ask why 

there weren’t more left handed axes if they 

were sold in sets. The answer is that most cut-

ters usually couldn’t afford two, and made do 

with the one that they thought they could get 

through the easiest with. I guess all those 

mish-mash of reasons blended into a 2 to 1 

ratio.  

 

The Tool Wizard 

“The Talking Tool Chest” concerns this dis-

covery. 

 

 Besides these three chests I kept a small 

factory-made manual training workbench for 

which I paid $30.00 after rescuing it from a 

chicken pen where it had been well decorated. 

 

  In September of 2005 a large truck backed 

up to our front door and five of us took 5 ½ 

hours to take down from the walls and pack 

and load all of the tools, work benches and 

remaining tool chests into the truck and send it 

on its way to New York. 

 

  It took Joan and me two days to remove 

all of the pegboard that did not go with the 

tools and patch many screw holes in the walls. 

 

  Do I miss my collection?  Well, sure, but I 

figured that after 35 years it was time to dis-

perse it and not leave it for my family to do. 

 

  These tools were sold in five auctions, 

three of which I attended, and are now owned 

by collectors over a lot of the country.  It was a 

temptation to keep some of the tools, but a bad 

idea.  I had sold all of the Stanley tools except 

the Miller Patent planes in 1995. 

 

  I still have a collection of medical and 

dental tools which, along with an old dentists 

chair and foot-operated drill, are now dis-

played in our office.  This collection will not 

grow fast as I have specialized in tools made 

in the mid-1870’s and earlier. 

 

  Our home has been repainted and now 

looks quite different. 

 
 

(Continued from page 6) 

pole histories, except an article about the privi-

leges of Walpole in Once Told Tales Of Wal-

pole, edited by Karl West and Elizabeth Cot-

trell.  A booklet entitled, A Collectors Recol-

lections, about the Plimptons, is edited by 

Pauline Ames Plimpton, so the two families 

must still remain friends.  Pauline Ames mar-

ried Francis T. P. Plimpton in about 1926. 

 

 Last but not least, if you have the opportunity, 

visit Stonehill College in North Easton.  They 

have all the paper records and hundreds of 

shovels and molds for shovels.  I will donate 

mine to the Walpole Historical Society. 

 
 

 
(Continued from page 7) 

Tool Wizard 
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It seemed to me that the CRAFTS picnic came 

around early this year.  Not that it really did, it’s still held 

on the Sunday after Labor Day, but the weather was, still 

in the throes of summer, very warm and humid with little 

sign of that wonderful early fall weather with its cool 

nights and warm days. I’m always hopeful that the 

weather won’t become an issue for the picnic and this 

year was no different.  For more than a week prior, the 

forecasters were predicting heavy rain for Sunday, Sep-

tember 9th.  It never did.  As a matter of fact, it turned out 

to be a beautiful day.  It never rains on a CRAFTS picnic, 

or so the saying goes. 

 

 Tailgating was in full swing when I arrived at Brady 

Camp.  Many familiar faces had already set out their 

tools and even more were in the process.  I think, all told, 

there were between 25 and 30 members selling tools.   

There is always quite a variety to be had.  From the rare 

to the common, tools from the 18th century to those made 

in the 1960’s, they were all in attendance.  One of the 

great things about the CRAFTS picnic is that whether 

you are a beginning collector or a seasoned professional, 

someone with limited resources or deep pockets, there 

will always be something to catch your eye.  For exam-

ple, I saw two Leonard Bailey planes, a block plane and a 

smoother but they wouldn’t fit my budget.  Looking a 

little further, a lathe and a pretty nice 24 inch scroll saw 

were tempting but something I didn’t need.  No, I was 

looking for a bargain.  I know, everyone loves a bargain 

and I knew there were deals to be had.  I saw an anvil for 

sale, it had to be at least 100 pounds and in rather nice 

condition.  I missed it, it had been sold for $20.  Finally, I 

did buy an uncommon Disston #10 try and miter square 

and a Martin spoke shave by the Cincinnati Tool Co. for 

$15. This was fun. No time to waste, many more bargains 

to be had.  Several members who are eBay sellers were 

seen carrying off quite a few tools that, I was sure, would 

be online within the coming weeks. 

 

 Once finished making the rounds of all the sellers , 

for the fourth time I was exhausted from the hunt so I 

took a break in the shade and listened to a presentation 

being given on Windsor chair making.  Jim Rendi, from 

The Pennsylvania Windsor Chair Works, was explaining 

the history and demonstrating the construction techniques  

that are peculiar to Windsor chairs.  An expert, Jim has 

been making Windsor chairs for more than 25 years.  He 

brought some of his chairs and benches for the audience 

to try out as they listened.  Sort of a theater in the round. 

 

 Member displays, always encouraged, are a high-

(Continued on page 10) 

Jim Rendi demonstrating the art of 

Windsor chair making 

The treasure hunt is on 

A portion of Jake Novinger’s hatchet display 

CRAFTS PICNIC—September 9, 2007 
By Dave Nowicki 
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light of the picnic’s activities, and this year was no 

exception.  These can be made up of any tool related 

items that our members collect.  They are always 

amazing and are an opportunity for our members to 

get their collections dusted off and out of 

their homes, where only a few people can 

see them, to the picnic where they can be 

seen and appreciated by many.  It’s also a 

good way to hone your skills at setting up a 

display in a relaxed environment.  As a 

further incentive, some very nice prizes are 

awarded to the first, second and third place 

winners.   

This year, First Place went to George 

Carkhuff for his wonderful display of Ma-

son’s patent jars and patented jar stoppers.  

This display was one of the nicest I’ve ever 

seen.  The colors of the jars were like look-

ing at a stained glass window and they 

ranged from light green to blue, lavender, 

yellow, amber and red.  According to 

George Carkhuff, Mason’s patent fruit jars 

were made by the Atlantic Glass Works 

which was located in Crowleytown, NJ.  His patent 

was so successful that when the patent ran out other 

manufacturers embossed their jars with Mason’s name 

and patent date. From then on all fruit jars would be 

known as mason jars. 

I was lucky this year and received second place 

for my bevel square display.  Third place went to 

Richard Burton for his print block display. 

    

  Lunch was served promptly at noon and was a 

wonderful respite from the day’s activities. Following 

lunch, Bob Garay, CRAFTS president, called the 

meeting to order and awarded the 2007 President’s 

Award to James Travis for his untiring efforts to bring 

CRAFTS into the 21st century.  Not only did James 

improve the website (www.craftsofnj.org), but he also 

set up a computerized registration and tabulation pro-

gram for the CRAFTS auction.  James also acquired 

the hardware (computers, printer, etc.), at no cost to 

CRAFTS. 

It was a wonderful day with lots of opportunities 

to enhance our tool collections and to move unneeded 

tools  to new homes, see old friends and hopefully 

meet some new ones. As always, thanks go to Ken 

Vleit for his efforts in putting together another great 

picnic. 

 

Mason’s patent jars  

 bevel squares 

Print blocks from the Elisha Webb and Son Co. 

marine hardware catalog, one of seven trays 

Patented jar seals 

Left to right, Jack Whelan, Carl Bopp and Steve Zluky 

http://www.craftsofnj.org/
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    WHO SAYS TODAY'S KIDS   

          CAN'T USE TOOLS?  
 

My 12-year-old grandson, Jonas, has been working in 

my woodshop since he was 3 or 4.  Now he’s pretty 

proficient with hand tools, the band saw, the drill 

press, and the lathe.  For the past 3 years he’s made a 

project for his mom and dad for Christmas.  In addi-

tion to his own woodworking tools he has a small 

collection of antique tools and has been to a Spicer 

auction in Rhode Island.  “Best day of my life,” he 

told his mom.  Recently, I was showing him some 

repairs that Herb Kean had done for me using his 

machinists lathe.  “How does he do that?” he asked.   

I explained as best I could.  A few days after that  I 

was going to Herb’s for lunch and to pick up a part 

he had made for me.  I asked if I could bring Jonas 

along to see the machinists lathe, so he could actually 

see how it worked rather than just being told.  So off 

to Morristown we went.   Little did I know what was 

going to happen. 

 

 As usual, there’s no predicting what Herb will do.  

When we arrived he immediately asked Jonas, “Do 

you want to watch me make something, or make 

something yourself?”  Jonas chose the latter.  They 

agreed to make a hammer.  “First you need a plan,” 

said Herb, so they sat down and drew up a plan for a 

hammer with a brass head and a rosewood handle, 

negotiating dimensions as they drew.   

 

 They chose a 1” brass rod for the head and cut it to 

4”.  Herb mounted the piece in a 3-jaw chuck and 

explained how Jonas should cut the ends smooth and 

then put chamfers on the edges.  Then he stood back 

and said, “Go ahead, do it!”  He did, but he had to 

turn the piece around in the chuck a few times to get 

the chamfers on both ends even.   Next Herb ex-

plained how to make depth cuts and how to read the 

scales to get equal depths for the 8 decorative V-cuts 

around the head.  Once again, “Go ahead, do it!”  

Now the turning of the head was complete.  After 

some conversation about how to secure the round 

hammer head on the drill press, the hole in the head 

for the handle was drilled.   Meanwhile I’m staying 

out of the way, and cleaning up brass chips as they 

switched machines. 

 

 Next step was the handle.  Herb selected a piece of 

rosewood and had Jonas bandsaw it to size.  I think 

Jonas was surprised when he found out that the han-

dle would also be turned on the machinists lathe.  

The most difficult part was cutting the concave sec-

tion on the handle.  Herb said it would be difficult 

and that many machinists he knew couldn’t do it.  

You have to move the cutter horizontally with your 

left hand turning one of the adjusting wheels, while 

your right hand simultaneously turns a different 

wheel first clockwise for inward and then counter-

clockwise for outward movement.  Calls for a bit of 

coordination.  Actually, Jonas did a really fine job, 

and after several passes the handle was done.  I could 

sense that Herb was pleased with the result.   

 

 In between making the head and the handle we went 

to Herb’s favorite steak house in downtown Morris-

town.  Time to relax and talk tools, and for Jonas to 

polish off a hot fudge sundae while we watched.  We 

brought the parts home to polish and finish.  What a 

great day for a kid!  And what a great friend Herb is 

to find the time and have the patience to encourage a 

future craftsman and collector.  That’s Jonas in the 

picture with his hammer, and he wants me to buy him 

a small machinists lathe!   

   
 

This story is by Guest Columnist Hank Allen 

Jonas and his new hammer 
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TOOL EVENTS 
 

 

 

October 19-20 Martin Donnelly Antique Tool Auction 

Ramada Inn East, Indianapolis, IN 

www.mjdtools.com 
 

 

October 26-27  31st Tool Sale and International Antique  

Tool Auction, Sheraton Inn, Harrisburg, PA 

Www.FineToolJ.com/Browns 
 

 

November 4th -  CRAFTS Meeting  1PM HOST Masonic Lodge  

Highbridge, NJ 
  

 

 

May 3rd 2008 - CRAFTS Auction  - Flemington Elks Club,  

Flemington, NJ 

 
 

WANT ADS 

 
Must sell my entire tool collection.  Hundreds of tools in good 

clean condition. Call Art Gatti---973-374-0554---for appoint-

ment. 

 

 Wanted for research project:  Access to early (e.g., ca. 1820-

1860) framing squares with "rules" such as the "brace rule" stamped 

on them.  If not for sale, could photos be an option?  I would be inter-

ested in knowing which rules are present and their values. 

Contact:  J.B. Cox, 6802 Nesbitt Pl., McLean, VA 22101/ (703) 821-

2931 email: jay-bee-cox@verizon.net 

 

Need help disposing of your tools or home items?  Call Steve 

Zluky, (908)534-2710. 

 

Wanted:  Foot powered band saw for collection and to demon-

strate. Need not be complete. Have other foot powered machin-

ery for possible trade. Ed Hobbs  (919)828-2754,   

hobbsed@portbridge.com   

 

Wanted:  Napanoch Axes and other items from Napanoch, NY 

Robert Arra (845) 647-1213, homefixer@hvc.rr.com 

CRAFTS of New Jersey    P.O. Box 55   Livingston, NY 12541 

   

mailto:jay-bee-cox@verizon.net
mailto:hobbsed@portbridge.com

